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_,‘ b — g m/ f @ \z b /\ The Seven Gods of Luck and dancing in
prayer on the Lunar New Year
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something you can experience yourself. wo A< Gh 5% B&Y

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you excitement that you have never felt before. E# a) t*ﬂ W t E ﬂgﬂﬁ
Ishii No Shichifukujin and Taue Odori
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These festivals have been passed down since ancient times all across the country,
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o o o o A scene from one of the three great parade float festivals in Japan!
Izumo Ooyashiro Kamiari Festival

so let’s go out and see them!
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A majestic dance presented to you by dragons and gods
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A grand autumn festival that attracts over 500 thousand visitors Hana_matsuri
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Saito Tomb Festival
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Shimane Prefecture Japan Iwami Kagura Festival i»\
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An autumn tradition where gods and dragons

appearing in Japanese mythology perform dramatic dances

Kagura music is played all night at various shrines in the Iwami District on nights
such as those before autumn festivals. One performance entitled "Dragon” involves
a snake costume that is as huge as an entire stage setting and its dynamic
movements are spectacular. The spectators who build enthusiasm together with
the dancers to the rhythm of the kagura music end up being taken into a mythical
world. The Japan lwami Kagura Festival is held on November 19 at the Sekiou
Culture Hall. Music such as Ilwami kagura music can be enjoyed in this gathering of
popular kagura music groups from both within and outside Shimane Prefecture.
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Main site / Sekiou Culture Hall

Access / Train: About 3 min. on foot from Hamada Station on the JR Sanin Main Line
Contact / Japan Iwami Kagura Festival Executive Committee

Iwami kagura boasts over thirty types
of performances including “Ebisu”
and “Dragon”. Original kagura perfor-
mances presented by each group are
also one of the highlights.

ARMBENNR—LR—Y / http://iwamikagura.jp/
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Shimane Prefecture Izumo Ooyashiro Kamiari Festival
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Gods from all across Japan including the Dragon-snake god

gather at Izumo once a year to talk!

The tenth month in the traditional Japanese calendar, when the gods leave their shrines to congregate at
lzumo, is called “Kannazuki" (the month when there are no gods) all across Japan, but it is called
“Kamiarizuki® (the month when the gods are present) in lzumo, where they are all gathered. Sacred flames
are lit at Inasa beach on November 27 to greet the gods at lzumo-taisha Shrine. The Kamiari Festival is
held on the following day, where the Dragon-snake god, which is the leader of the gods, is worshipped. It
is also held at the main shrine (temporarily), where the grand meeting of the gods takes place. The grand
“Enmusubi Taisai” matchmaking festival (advanced reservations required), which is crowded with

worshippers who come in hopes of finding a good partner, is also held from December 1 to 4. WLeDBEEEB [Tt (.
ERERE P D AEHNFIH N
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BEVLWEDE HEKR T #5F (0853-53-3100) The Shukusha, which serves as
Main site / Izumo-taisha Shrine the lodgings for the gods,
Access / Train: About 7 min. on foot from Izumo Taisha-mae Station on the Ichibata opens its doors only during the
Electric Railway Taisha Line Kamiari Festival and attracts

Contact / Izumo-taisha Shrine Office many people who come to
worship. A festival is also held

N —_— o3 . i i i
BHKR—LR— / http://www.izumooyashiro.or.jp/ at around 10 a.m.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.
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The Hikiyama floats from the other
towns all gather at Karatsu Shrine
in a surreal atmosphere lit by
lanterns at the Yoiyama, which is
held at 7:30 p.m. on November 2.

Chichibu Night Festival
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A festival at Chichibu Shrine that has been endeared for about 300 years and is one of the
three great parade float festivals of Japan along with Kyoto's Gion Festival and Hida's
Takayama Festival. Two umbrella floats and four yatai floats decorated with lavish carvings
and carrying gallant yatai orchestras on thrust stages are pulled around the streets starting
in the morning. The many highlights include theatrical performances given on the thrust
stages of the yatai floats and the Girimawashi event where floats that weigh tens of tons
are turned to the rhythm of small drums. The apex of the festivities comes at night: the
sight of the floats being pulled around with fireworks in the background is overwhelming.
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Main site / Chichibu Shrine, midway resting point, street in front of Chichibu Station, etc.

Access / Train: About 3 min. on foot from Chichibu Station on the Chichibu Railway Line, about
15 min. on foot from Seibu Chichibu Station on the Seibu Railway Line (Chichibu Shrine)

Contact / Tourism Division, Chichibu City Office
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *Th:
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Watch a huge and magnificent lion, samurai helmets,

and a sea bream being pulled around to the shouts of “Enya”!

This is an autumn festival at Karatsu Shrine where unique Hikiyama floats depicting a red lion,
Urashima Taro and the Turtle, Minamoto Yoshitsune's helmet, a sea bream, a flying dragon, and more
gather from surrounding towns and gloriously parade down the streets of this former castle town. The
highlight is the “Hikikomi" pulling, which takes place at the temporary Otabisho shrine (Nishinohama
Myojindai) on November 3. See the spectacle of the 14 Hikiyama floats that have paraded through
the towns with portable shrines coming one after another along with the elegant rhythms produced
by the musicians and the high-spirited shouts. The Machi-meguri event, where all the remaining
strength is put into pulling the Hikiyama floats around on the final day of November 4, is very exciting.
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Main site / Karatsu Shrine, Nishinohama Myojindai, etc.

Access / Train: About 10 min. on foot from Karatsu Station on the JR Karatsu Line /
Chikuhi Line

Contact / Karatsu Tourist Association

BEREBLHRR—L— / http://www.karatsu-kankou. jp/feature/karatsukunchi/
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The six floats, designated Important

Tangible Folk Cultural Assets and
the yatai events (such as hikiodori
dancing) and kagura music, desig-
nated Important Intangible Folk
Cultural Assets, are also must-sees.
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e awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.
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Figures such as the Seven Gods of Luck and flamboyant dancers
visit homes for prayers of abundant harvests in the year!

A dance mimicking the planting of rice performed at peoples' homes on the Lunar New Year of the
Japanese calendar in prayer for good rice and silk cultivation for the year. It is a traditional ceremony
that has been widely passed down throughout the Tohoku region, but the rice planting dance of the
former Ishii Village of Nihonmatsu City is rare in that the Seven Gods of Luck come to visit. The Seven
Gods of Luck come to visit following Inari and offer their blessings. Then, after clowns pray for good
BE=ZHIAR>=[B2 &P harvests in a humorous manner, a line of rice planting dancers give performances mimicking various
- Sy movements involved in rice cultivation. They have become popular in their regions in recent years as the
:Eg%ﬁ ?‘_T"_I-?m & tb\_‘% are asked to make appearances at New Yeyar's celebrationsp ar?d give performgances at spedayt events. !
B OANICHE > T FEIE
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Performers such as women 7 7 € R/ZBE:IRENARIZAMER] KW ETH205 (CAMMHBE A LGHEE)
in flowery hats who plant BRAVEDE AR LR EHRER (0243-55-5154)

rice and victorious samurai Main site / Homes in former Ishii Village (Suzuishiazuma Town / Nishiki Town / Kita Toromi),

footmen follow the Nihonmatsu City Regional Culture Museum, etc.
samurai Kyuroku and Access / Train: About 20 min. by car from Nihonmatsu Station on the JR Tohoku Main Line

perform dances mimicking (Nihonmatsu City Regional Culture Museum)
the movements involved in Contact / Culture Promotion Section, Culture Division, Nihonmatsu City Office

rice cultivation. ZAMAIR—ALR—Y / http://www.city.nihonmatsu.lg.jp/soshiki/54/304.html
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See ogres brandishing torches!
An unusual festival of fire boasting about 500 years of tradition

A festival of fire where a father ogre, mother ogre, and child ogre brandish torches
burning wildly and drive disaster away from people. This is a traditional ceremony that
is rare in Japan in that it involves ogres bringing good fortune. The ogres start to run at L
9:00 p.m. They appear after events such as the reading of the sutras by priests and the & [y
Devapz)f Fire vvyaviaz a torch at the kanji character for "vgvater". Be amazeydpat this strange - :h\ﬁt ‘-5-’
scenery where three ogres run through the temple grounds scattering sparks as they
become a sea of fire. There is also a daytime event where ogres can be seen running
with unlit torches from 4:00 p.m. as well as a “gomaku” fire ritual from 7:00 p.m.
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BEVWEDE R1L5F(0747-22-4426) You can see ogre masks
Main site / Dadado, Nenbutsuji Temple appearing out of the dark
Access / Train: About 10 min. by car from JR Yamato-Futami Station amidst the wild blowing of
Contact / Nenbutsuji Temple triton trumpets and intense

sounds of drums beating.

AIFHERARHRR—LR—Y / http://www.gojo.ne.jp/g-kanko/leisure/01oni-hashiri.html
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.
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