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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something you can experience yourself.

-

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times all across the country,

so let’s go out and see them!
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Cheerful music played in a humorous manner.
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Katsuyama Sagicho Festival
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Nagahama Hikiyama Festival
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A unique festival where people’s faces are covered
with mud in prayers for good health.
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Kamida Festival (Mud Festival)
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This is the original contest where performers compete
with their Halyabushl singing and dancing skills.
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The shaking of heads! The glistening of Eboshi shinto hats!
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Hachinohe Enburi Festival
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See the boisterous dance of valiant Namahage ogres!
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Namahage Sedo Festival
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Takayama Spring Festival (Sanno Festival)
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A huge float decorated with 365 lanterns.
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Kumamoto Prefecture
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The sparks of the Taimatsu torches scatter everywhere!
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Todaiji Shunie Ceremony (Omizutori)
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The “Farmer’s Kabuki” enjoyed in the snow.
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Kuromori Kabuki

The scenery filled with cherry blossoms along
with the huge floats is overwhelming.
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Hitachi Cherry Blossom Festival
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An extravaganza of twelve floats!
.
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Akita Prefecture Namahage Sedo Festival
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The climax of the festival is when

the Namahage ogres come down a
snowy mountain and walk through
the grounds. The scenery where they
head toward the bottom of the hills
as they hold their torches is surreal.
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Hitachi City
Ibaraki Prefecture
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See spring colors throughout the streets presented by roughly
14,000 cherry blossom trees! The Hitachi Furyumono parade that
is held on the weekend is overwhelming.

A traditional spring event in Hitachi City that astounds with cherry blossoms that bloom
all over the urban areas. You can also enjoy surreal cherry blossoms that are lit up at
night along Heiwa Street, which has been selected as one of “Japan’s Top 100 Cherry
Blossom Viewing Sites”, as well as Kamine Park and Juo Panorama Park. The Hitachi
Furyumono parade, which is held on April 7 and 8, is particularly noteworthy. Stage
performances of mechanical puppets are presented on a float that reaches fifteen
meters in height. This traditional performance is a nationally designated Important
Intangible Folk Cultural Asset, and is on UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage list.
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Main site / Heiwa Street, Kamine Park, Juo Panorama Park
Access / Train: 1 min. on foot from Hitachi Station on the JR Joban Line (Heiwa Street)
Contact / Hitachi Tourism & Products Association

BB MERER—LR—Y / http://www.kankou-hitachi.jp/page/dir000031.html
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Hitachi Cherry Blossom Festival

BRRIBEDFINT | ZERERTE
FINTICKBDHEY - *I]jtﬁléipjj,’riﬁ,m

AL DRF oD ERmS DRI /N\T ] [CH UIcEEN . XiBED
BRICTREIFEVRA IS FIIWRN] EBEZ EIFRBRINORLZR
WL BOEERIEEGICH [BEODF /NG| BEMICED
2 ORMBITEEMERIR| ZHIHEH B B THRESN
DENATENBRFIFETE DI TI  RBHDTHEZBIR L
DN TDERBREY PR ZRET DRE SHRIRMELT
HAEZH T LET,

Experience the famous “Oga Namahage”! The dancing and
drumming by the Namahage ogres is very exciting to watch.

“Oga Namahage” is a nationally designated Intangible Folk Cultural Asset where
youths dressed as Namahage ogres, which are gods that warn people against
laziness, go from house to house on the night of New Year’s Eve yelling “Are there
any lazy people here?! Are there any crybabies here?!” The “Namahage Sedo
Festival” is a tourist event held at Shinzan Shrine, where this folk event of Oga City
is combined with the “Sedo Festival”. It captivates all kinds of tourists with the
recreation of New Year's Eve festivities, the valiant dancing and beating of
Japanese drums by Namahage ogres, and more.
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Main site / Shinzan Shrine

Access / Special paid bus: About 40 min. to the location after boarding at Oga Station
on the JR Oga Line (500 yen for adults, 250 yen for children, one-way)

Contact / Namahage Sedo Festival Executive Committee

(0185-24-9220)

ARK—LR— / https://oganavi.com/sedo/
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Be amazed at the puppet-

maneuvering techniques such

as the “Haya-gaeri”, which
is a nationally designated
Important Intangible Folk
Cultural Asset, where the
puppets quickly change places.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.
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Gifu Prefecture Takayama Spring Festival (Sanno Festival)
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See puppets dance on an extravagant stage! The huge procession

of hundreds of participants is definitely a magnificent sight to see.

The Takayama Festival, held both in spring and autumn, is known as one of the three
most beautiful festivals of Japan. It gathers extravagant floats that display skilled
craftsmanship. Its spring incarnation, called the Sanno Festival, involves twelve floats,
which are nationally designated Important Tangible Folk Cultural Asset. The “Karakuri
Hounou", where offerings are performed by mechanical puppets on the floats, is held once
in the morning and once in the afternoon on both days. Seasoned rope workers maneuver
countless ropes to control puppets from a distance so skillfully that the puppets look
alive. Floats with about a hundred lanterns each travel through the deep black townscape
while creating trajectories of light during the “Night Festival” on the 14th.
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Main site / Hie Shrine, etc.

Access / Train: About 12 min. on foot from Takayama Station on the JR Takayama Main Line
Contact / Tourism Division of Takayama City

Traditional costumes such as those used in the lion dances,
as well as cockfighting music being played, and warriors in
kamishimo robes ready to protect the Emperor, are
enchanting to see at the “festival parade”, where hundreds of
people march down the streets surrounding portable shrines. Bk —L~R—Y / http://kankou.city.takayama.lg.jp/2000002/2000024/
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Kochi City
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Watch as women in yukatas cover the faces of men with mud!

An unusual spring festival held to ward off summer illnesses.

A spring festival with over four hundred years of tradition held in prayers for good harvest
and good health. It is known as one of the three most unusual festivals of Tosa and the
“mud festival of a petticoat government” because women in yukatas cover the faces of men
with mud. A sacred ritual is held at the historic Wakamiya Hachiman-gu Shrine, which was
built in the twelfth century, and the mud covering commences after rice is planted in the . wie S =
special rice field. Not only the local men, but also tourists can get their faces covered with & [y

mud if they want. Women from places such as the entire Nagahama area and Katsurahama = :h\ﬁt '—6-’
come out to cover faces with mud and liven up the festivities during these three days.
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Main site / April 7: Wakamiya Hachiman-gu Shrine, It is customary for men who
April 8-9: all throughout the Nagahama area had their faces covered in mud
Access / Bus: About 30 min. by bus from Kochi Station on the Dosan Line to say that they will not get

Contact / Wakamiya Hachiman-gu Shrine Office any illnesses that summer and

to express their appreciation

BE/\EER—LR— / http://wakamiya-kochi.com/shrine_festival.html £olthe women!
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.
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See “Children’s Kabuki” performed on floats. You cannot help but
applaud and cheer when seeing the enthusiastic performances
that rival those of adults.
A historic festival said to have originated with an anecdote about Hideyoshi
Toyotomi, who was the lord of Nagahama Castle over four hundred years ago.
Young men perform valiant dances nearly nude from April 9-12 as they pray for a
N\ 3 = successful festival. The climax is the appearance of the “Hikiyama” float from April
- :h\Ethal 13-16. Boys around five to twelve years old perform the “Children’s Kabuki” on a
stage built on the extravagant Hikiyama, which is decorated with hanging metal
- a, | ornaments, woven fabrics, and more. The “Shagiri” songs performed by the local
4R1 580)?3?(&(3&‘;5_}_(‘_[%_}(‘_[ residents ranging from adults to children further liven up the atmosphere.
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The four Hikiyama floats with BRAVEDE  RIEMERECEIEHRIREER (0749-65-6521)
lanterns gathered at the Main site / Nagahama Hachiman-gu Shrine, etc.

midway resting point create Access / Train: About 15 min. on foot from Nagahama Station on the JR Biwako Line
a very surreal atmosphere on Contact / Tourism Promotion Section, Industry and Tourism Department, Nagahama City

the night of April 15.

BILEYEER— LR— / http://www.nagahama-hikiyama.or.jp/

2L &

REZIR /KEM q:i‘/_’lu %;9 S 25 BRI EgE
Amakusa City )\ 4 ‘V ﬁiﬁﬁ@ﬂ

Kumamoto Prefecture Ushibuka Haiya Festival
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The original Haiyabushi songs that have been handed down for
generations! This lively “Souodori” dance, which everyone
participates in, can only be experienced at this port town.

“Ushibuka Haiyabushi” songs, which are named after “Haenokaze” and are essential to
sailing ships that depart from Ushibuka and head north, have been passed down for
generations by both sailors and women. The “Ushibuka Haiya Festival” is a great event & 3
where dancing has been added to this traditional form of performance, which is the = :h\Et'—al
root of Haiya folk music, known throughout the country. The mimicked casting of nets
in the “Haiya Souodori” dance, where about three thousand dancers march through
the Ushibuka downtown area, is quite impressive. A recommended activity is to go 4R 22BICBHRE TLRIO
through the Haiya Dancing class and participate in the free-for-all dancing session. BLE/NL—R] ’E)Eﬁ%oﬁ/@\ﬁﬁ
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7 7 & R/EEATALYETHIRG B RAAS R e
BEVEDY 4R\ A PRYRTEEREER (0969-73-2111) A maritime parade of fishing
boats is also held at Ushibuka
Port on April 22. The fleet of
fishing boats by the Suguchi
Kashiami Union sails bravely
B K—LR— / http://ushibuka-haiya.com/ across the ocean.

Main site / Throughout the Ushibuka shopping district, etc.
Access / By car: About 3 hrs. from Kumamoto City
Contact / Ushibuka Haiya Festival Executive Committee Office
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.
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