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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something you can experience yourself.
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Sendai Aoba Matsuri

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times all across the country,
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Capture-the-flag battle with horse soldiers
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Soma-Nomaoi

so let’s go out and see them!
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A timeless and ancient dynasti ocession

[ EXBERD . HEFYSL! J

A huge ox-demon marches through the streets!
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Uwajima Ushioni Festival
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Hakata Gion Yamakasa
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Kanazawa Hyakumangoku Festival
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Owari Tsushima Tenno Festival
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A grand procession headed towards Kanazawa Castle
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Kamo-sai (Aoi-matsuri) Festival
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Kyoto City
Kyoto Prefecture
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The recreation of a noble family that existed over 1,000 years ago! A refined
dynastic procession that leads of to shrines that are World Heritage sites.

A regular festival at Shimogamo Shrine and Kamigamo Shrine, which are designated UNESCO
World Heritage sites. It boasts a history of about 1,400 years and has been held as a national
event for many years. The main procession and women's procession, which centers on the
imperial representative and the representative of the princess/queen who serves at festivals,
departs from the Imperial Palace in Kyoto at the ceremony held out on the streets on May 15.
A refined dynastic procession of a 500-strong group of people passes through Shimogamo
Shrine and heads towards Kamigamo Shrine. Various pre-ritual and post-ritual events are held
from early- to mid-May, including the Shinto horseback archery ritual on May 3.
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When the dynastic procession
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Main site / Shimogamo Shrine, Kamigamo Shrine, etc.

Access / Train: About 12 min. on foot (Shimogamo Shrine) from Demachiyanagi

Station on the Keihan Electric Railway
Contact / Kamigamo Shrine

arrives at Shimogamo Shrine
and Kamigamo Shrine, there are
events such as the leading of a
sacred horse and a shrine
ceremony where ancient dances
are dedicated to the gods.

Tttt —L~_— / http://www.shimogamo-jinja.or.jp/
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Miyagi Prefecture Sendai Aoba Matsuri
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Hopping around to the swinging music!

Wildly dancing like sparrows in the streets of Sendai.

A regular festival at Aoba Shrine, where the military commander Masamune Date of the age of
the warring states was enshrined, transforms into a festival for the citizens of the Sendai. About
4,000 people give dance performances on May 19 at various locations including along Jozenji
Street, showing the traditional performing art known as the “Sendai Sparrow Dance”, which has
its roots in dances dating back about 400 years. The dancers perform airily in colorful happi
coats as they remind you of sparrows. The dances performed by various organizations include
the “Date Dance”, which is presented by selected dancers, and the “Open Sparrow Majarain”,
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in which even tourists can participate. The “Grand Flowing Sparrow Dance Line”, which is the
finale of the “Procession of the Scroll Paintings of the Times™ on May 20, is also a sight to see.
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Main site / Higashi Nibancho Street, Jozenji Street, civic square, etc.

Access / Train: About 5 min. on foot from JR Sendai Station
Contact / Sendai Aoba Festival Association

BHXK—LR— / http://www.aoba-matsuri.com/
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.
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Visitors can also enjoy

watching events such as a
valiant warrior procession, the
carrying of portable shrines, a
parade of decorated floats,
and a huge panorama of
scroll paintings of the time.
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Kanazawa City
Ishikawa Prefecture
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Many traditional ceremonies that
can only be seen in Kanazawa City,
such as the surreal “Kaga Yuzen
Lantern-floating Ceremony” at Asano
River at 7 p.m. on June 1, will be held.
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Hakata Gion Yamakasa
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Watch as they dash off while carrying a roughly 1-ton yamakasa float!
The entrance into Kushida Shrine at daybreak is a must-see.

A ritual of dedication to Jetavana at Kushida Shrine that boasts about 770 years of
tradition. Decorated floats over 10 meters tall are displayed at various locations in
the city during the festivities. The climax of the festival is the “Oiyama Float™ on
July 15. The “Kakiyama Float” is carried into the grounds of Kushida Shrine, and
the carriers try to outdo each other in time making loops around the sacred flag
starting at 4:59 a.m. The sprinting of the carriers clad in “mizu happi coats” gathers
attention from many spectators. The carriers struggling to complete a roughly 5
kilometer-long course after leaving the grounds is also exciting to watch.
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Fukuoka City
Fukuoka Prefecture
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Main site / Kushida Shrine, Hakata Ward

Access / Train: About 5 min. on foot (Kushida Shrine) from Gion Station on the Fukuoka
City Subway Line

Contact / Hakata Gion Yamakasa Promotion Association

BHK—LR—' / http://www.hakatayamakasa.com/
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Kanazawa Hyakumangoku Festival
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An extravagant procession in the true fashion of the castle town of Kanazawa!
Also look out for Lord Toshiie Maeda played by a popular actor.

Held in remembrance of the accomplishments of Lord Toshiie Maeda, who entered
Kanazawa Castle in 1583 and laid the foundation of this land. On June 2, the extravagant
Hyakumangoku procession heads for Kanazawa Castle Park starting with the “Departure
Ceremony” from 2 p.m. at Tsuzumi Gate, located on the east square of Kanazawa Station.
Lord Toshiie and his wife Matsu played by popular actors along with armored horsemen
with red mantlets appear. The entry into the castle from 4 p.m., where the traditional Kaga
lion dance and Kaga firefighter ladder acrobatics are presented, and the Hyakumangoku
dance from 6 p.m., where over 10,000 dancers appear, are magnificent sights to see.
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BEAVWEDE TREAGEDURITEER (076-220-2194 HRMELEERER)

Main site / In front of the east square of Kanazawa Station - Kanazawa Castle Park

Access / Train / Bus: About 2 min. on foot (Kanazawa Castle Park) from Kenrokuenshita
bus stop after taking the bus from JR Kanazawa Station

Contact / Kanazawa Hyakumangoku Festival Executive Committee

AWK —LR—' / http://100mangoku.net
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Kakiyama Floats and decorated
floats of various designs each
year by individual autonomous
“nagare” organizations
consisting of over ten towns.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *Th:

e awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.
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Ehime Prefecture Uwajima Ushioni Festival
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A 5 meter-long ox-demon walks through the streets and sticks its

head in peoples’ houses to ward off evil spirits!

This famous summer festival in Shikoku is full of excitement, with various events such as
the Gaiya Carnival on July 22 and the Uwajima Dance Show on July 23. The highlight is
the “Huge Ox-demon Parade” on July 24. The sight of the huge ox-demon float with a
- demon face, long neck, torso covered with red cloth and palm fur, and a tail that

N 3= resembles a sword traveling about is magnificent. The “Warei Festival”, which is held at

3 :h\Et 56" the same time on the night of July 24, is also famous for its “running in” event. Portable
shrines are carried along the torch-lit Suka River and young people climb up sacred

78238 (CFHNEEA TS bamboo stalks as they scramble for wooden Shinto wands with paper streamers.
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Fireworks are displayed over the sea BEVEDE SHUFFRE D RITEER (0895-22-5555)

at Uwajima Port on July 23. The Main site / Kisaiya Road, Ushioni Street, etc.

huge colorful shapes that light up Access / Train: About 9 min. on foot (Kisaiya Road) from JR Uwajima Station
the night sky liven up the mood of Contact / Uwajima Ox-demon Festival Executive Committee

the festivities even more.

KRR KR—LR—' / https://ushioni.gaina.ne.jp/
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Fukushima Prefecture Soma-Nomaoi
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Warriors of Soma battle each other following ancient rituals! Events including an
armored horse race and a divine capture-the-flag battle are very exciting to watch.
Soma Nakamura Shrine, Soma Ota Shrine, and Soma Odaka Shrine hold regular
festivals that follow ancient rituals. The highlight is the main festival: over 500
armored horsemen with their ancestral banners streaming behind them head for
the Hibarigahara festival field. At noon, the conch shell horn signals the start of
the “Kacchu-keiba” horse race, as young warriors wearing white headbands dash
on their fast horses around a 1,000-meter track. Several horsemen also compete
in the “Shinki-soudatsusen” capture-the-flag battle at 1 p.m. The exciting scenery
that resembles actual combat is overwhelming.

:I:Ih‘\\ﬁt“ua’

7830BICThN3HE[EF

X AV RIB TR, ESSH B TR BEROBELEN

7 7 t R/E:REAHEEEEEIC] & WETH209 FNIEDS BOENICTRUNAA,

(7RA29H D3 JRIR / BIER] & W) > v b IL/IVZ Z25&1T) fMEERS I TEMLED,
SEVEDE MEEEHRENMTEEREHS (0244-22-3064) . . .

Main site / Hibarigahara festival field Young men clad in .Wh|te dive

Access / Car: About 20 min. by car from the Minamisoma IC on the Joban Expressway into a herd of raging horses

(A free shuttle bus service is available from Haranomachi Station on July 29 only) and present one as a sacred

Contact / Soma Nomaoi Executive Committee Office offering at the “Nomakake”

ritual on July 30.

B K—LR—' / http://soma-nomaoi.jp/
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.
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