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Experiences that appeal to the five senses! Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something you can experience yourself.
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Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times all across the country,
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so let’s go out and see them! = 123@@{37)\%‘%)
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Nagahama Hikiyama Festival
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Home of one of Japan’s three ancient hot springs,
the town is at its height in the spring season.
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The Festival of Dogo Onsen
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted since 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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See the rampaging of fearless Namahage ogres!
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Namahage Sedo Festival
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A traditional kabuki performance enjoyed in the snow. -
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Kuromori Kabuki
New Year Performance
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The scenery filled with cherry blossoms along wi
the huge floats is overwhelming.
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Hitachi Cherry Blossom Festival
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Be amazed at rare kabuki performances given on floats.
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Ogano Spring Festival
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An extravagant dance performance that has been passed
down for over 1,000 years.

This is the original contest where performers compet
with their Haiyabushi singing and dancing skills.

TR I\A VERE Y DS ]

with mud in prayers for good health.
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Mechanical puppets dancing on floats!
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A unique festival where people’s faces are covere
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Ushibuka Haiya Festlval Kamida Festival (Mud Festival)
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A traditional performing art that has been cherished for roughly 280

years! Kabuki with a distinctively local feel and enjoyed in the snow.

Kuromori Kabuki is a form of village kabuki that has been passed down for over 280
years in the Kuromori district of Sakata City. Known as one of the Two Great Village
Kabuki Performances of Tohoku, and referred to as “Kuromori in the winter and
Hinoemata in the summer”, it is local theater performed throughout Japan and one of
the most prominent of its kind in the country for its large scale and repertoire. The
New Year Performance is given for two days in February every year in the bitter cold
at a theater that was built on the grounds of Kuromori Hie Shrine. Starting at 10:00
a.m., local elementary school children give drumming and kabuki performances along

SOBRZIEHNENTERETS(S with shrine rituals, followed by the main kyogen performance at 1:00 p.m.
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The audience watches a BHEVEDE  EFNERREFREHF (0234-24-2994)

performance outside in the Main site / Kuromori Hie Shrine

snow. It is also famous for Access / Train / Bus: About 3 min. on foot from the Naka-Kuromori bus stop after

taking a Shonai Kotsu bus from JR Sakata Station
Contact / Kuromori Kabuki Preservation Society Office

having visitors from all across

the country come to watch as
they bear the cold. EEmR— LN~ / http://www.city.sakata.lg. jp/bunka/bunkazai/minzokugeino/kuromorikabuki.html
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The sparks of the huge Taimatsu torches scatter on a national treasure! An ancient
Buddhist ceremony that has been carried on uninterruptedly for over 1,260 years.

Nigatsudo Hall is a national treasure located in Nara’s Todaiji Temple, which is SHEH —BHEEA RRACYS Eétaiﬁ?:r;
famous for its Great Buddha statue. The Shunie Ceremony has been held here L ' -

uninterruptedly since its founding in 752. Prayers for peace and security of the nation, . "

and prosperity of the people are offered to the Eleven-Faced Kannon, the principal = :fJ\\Et :6!

image of Buddha at Nigatsudo Hall, for two weeks starting March 1. The Otaimatsu
torch fire ceremony, which takes place every night during this time at 7:00 p.m. (7:30
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p.m. on the 12th and 6:30 p.m. on the 14th), is particularly famous. Large torches are 35,1 28’_*&(1 iB G)fFﬁlﬂ
lit up to guide the way for the line of priests and liven up those who assemble. FHR) L BBRICHH
*The festivities might not be fully enjoyed around the time of the Otaimatsu torch fire ceremony AT B2HEBEKERALITS
as it becomes very crowded (especially on the 12th, when there are traffic regulations). FERX[HKEY | DTHEE
X4 Y RIB/ TAE =A% SnEd.
7 7 t R/EENAHBAKE DESRRER] LW RESH2059 The procession at the Omizutori
BEVWEDE RAFFHA (0742-22-5511) ceremony, where perfumed
Main site / Nigatsudo Hall, Todaiji Temple water to be offered to the
Access / Train: About 20 min. on foot from Kintetsu Nara Station on the Kintetsu Railway Kannon is drawn, can be seen
Contact / Todaiji Temple Office late at night on March 12
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BHHR— L= / http://www.todaiji.or. jp/contents/function/02-03syunie1.html (around 1:30 a.m. on the 13th).
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During the 2nd program, which

offers the most important
dance performance called the
Futtori dance, an ox takes the
place of the shrine god, and is
then greeted at the altar.
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A hot springs town that has been cherished since ancient times is
heating up! Enjoy extravagant dances, rice cake throwing, and more.
A festival marking the beginning of spring at Dogo Onsen, which is one of Japan’s
three ancient hot springs. Various events, starting with the Yukito ritual, are held
in part at the Dogo Onsen Honkan, which has been designated Nationally
Important Cultural Asset. Events such as the Dogo Onsen Dance, performed by up
to 100 people per group, and the celebratory rice cake throwing event, a ritual
for warding off bad luck, are held every day for three days. Other festivities that
visitors are sure to enjoy include the extravagant Dogo Soran Bon dancing and a
local performing art festival that features the Ehime prefectural lyo Manzai dance.
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Main site / Dogo Onsen Honkan, Dogo High Collar Street, etc.

Access / Train: About 5 min. on foot from Dogo Onsen Station on the lyotetsu Line
(Dogo Onsen Honkan)

Contact / Dogo Onsen Hot Spring Inn Cooperative

B ERIREREHESK—LX— / http://www.dogo.or.jp/
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted since 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.

‘3o

The Festival of Dogo Onsen
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Extravagant dances mimicking movements seen in rice cultivation!
A Shinto ritual that has been passed down for over 1,000 years.

A ritual that has been passed down for over 1,000 years at Oi Hachiman Shrine, which
was built in Fujimori during the Heian Period. Dance performances mimicking movements
made during the cultivating, planting, and harvesting of rice are offered on the stage in
front of the shrine pavilion every year on March 17 from around 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. in
prayer for a good harvest during the year. They consist of a repertoire of 25 programs
with 2 extra programs, including the particularly extravagant 21st program called the
Sarudengaku dance. Eight young men wearing straw umbrella hats decorated with red
and white flowers dance valiantly. This is a rare traditional performing art where dances
are performed in costumes with multiple colorful women’s sashes attached to them.
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BEVWSDhE FEETELRMBEFIEE (054-629-6847)

Main site / Oi Hachiman Shrine

Access / Train / Bus: About 15 min. on foot from the Oigawa Government Building Entrance
bus stop after taking a Fujieda Yoshinaga Line bus from JR Fujieda Station

Contact / Yaizu City History and Folklore Museum

BEEmR—L~R— / https://www.city.yaizu.lg.jp/rekimin/bunkazai/c01.html
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The Kakikurabe parade of women
who carry portable shrines on the
final day. It is a procession of women
in happi coats valiantly carrying four
portable shrines as they give men a
good run for their money.
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Inuyama Festival
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Inuyama City
Aichi Prefecture
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It is the only festival in
the country where all
of the traditional
mechanical dolls on the
floats are manipulated
and offered to a shrine.
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Ogano Town
Saitama Prefecture

Ogano Spring Festival
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The actors and musicians are all local residents!
Be amazed at the Ogano Kabuki performed on extravagant floats.

A grand Ogano Shrine festival where four gorgeous yatai and kasaboko floats are
pulled around the town’s streets. Rare kabuki performances given on two yatai
floats with stages and runways can be seen late in the afternoon on the first day.
The performance that is offered is called Ogano Kabuki, and has been passed down
in this area for over 200 years. It is a deeply rooted local traditional performing art
where both adult and children actors, narrators who play the shamisen, and even
stagehands are residents of Ogano Town. The performances given on floats with
lavish decorations such as carvings of dragons create a surreal sight.
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Main site / Ogano Shrine and urban areas of Ogano City

Access / Train / Bus: About 20 min. on foot from the Ogano Yakuba bus stop after taking a
Seibu Kanko bus from Seibu Chichibu Station on the Seibu Railway Line (Ogano Shrine)

Contact / Ogano Town Tourism Association

INEBHETR—LAR—Y / https://www.town.ogano.lg.jp/kanko-bunka-sports/ogano-festival/april-fes/
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Beautiful floats decorated with cherry blossoms and lanterns!
The mechanical puppets and the spectacular sight of the floats
being turned around are must-sees.

A festival at Haritsuna Shrine with a history of about 380 years. The highlight of the
festival is the 13 three-layered floats, which have been designated Tangible Folk
Cultural Assets of Aichi Prefecture. The sight of them being brought out to the bustling
town in all their splendor as they are paraded down a line of cherry trees is
overwhelming. The men vigorously carrying and performing the Donden turnaround of
the floats that weigh over three tons is particularly exciting to watch. At night, floats
decorated with 365 lanterns each parade down the town'’s streets. Be enchanted by
this gorgeous sight that looks as if it came right out of a woodblock print.
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BEVEDE KRIFREFS (0568-62-4802)

Main site / Square in front of Inuyama Castle, castle town of Inuyama

Access / Train: About 20 min. on foot from Inuyama Station on the Meitetsu Line
(square in front of Inuyama Castle)

Contact / Inuyama Festival Preservation Society

ARXK—LR—Y / http://www.inuyama-matsuri.com/
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See the lively procession of yatai

and kasaboko floats as they march
down the streets to the sound of
the jingling iron staffs and festive
Chichibu music. On the second
night, lanterns are lit up as they
gather to line up at Ogano Shrine.
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