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Experiences that appeal to the five senses!
Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!

COMFOABTRERDR—LR—IDSTEICENF T, MEREREEERAEYY— http://www.dentogeino.or.jp
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted since 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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One of the largest in scale throughout the country.
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something you can experience yourself.
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Presenting over a hundred folk performing arts!

Huge stalks of rice that light up the night sky.

(&gmﬂaéxmmﬁ )

W
2019 8/31)~8/6
*ﬂ Eﬂ ,l—% Akita Prefecture

NEEEEOY

Akita Kanto Festival

-

_201 98/2%)~8/4pm)

a 35 Iwate Prefecture
= D Fu 03

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times all across the country,
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so let’s go out and see them! mARY ) ) . e nae g e . .

= — One of the four Great Festivals of Tohoku. Kitakami Michinoku Performing Arts Festival
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Asakura Lion’s Ladder Festival
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Watch huge danijiri floats extravagantly rushin;
down the streets!
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Kishiwada Danjiri Festival
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Miyako-jima’s Paantu Ritual
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Ten thousand fireworks are set
off and lanterns float at the
bank of Kitakami River on the
night of August 4.
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The roughly 15,000 dancers and portable shrines carried by roughly
4,000 citizens are magnificent.

Three days of various events are held in the downtown area of Niigata City. The
Grand Minyo Parade, held on August 9, is particularly exciting. The sight of the
roughly 15,000 dancers in matching summer kimonos performing to the Minyo
songs of Niigata Prefecture, “Niigata Jinku” and “Sado Okesa”, is overwhelming.
Dances are held at various spots including Bandai Bridge and various entertainment
districts, and tourists are also welcome to participate. See seven portable shrines
being carried by citizens down Furumachi-dori Street by roughly 4,000 people, as
well as portable shrines being carried over the harbor water in prayer for its
development.
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BEAVLEDE FiRFEDUEITEER (025-290-4411.025-226-2608)
Main site / Masaya-koji Street, Furumachi-dori Street, etc.

Access / Train: About 10 min. on foot from JR Niigata Station (Bandai City festival square)
Contact / Niigata Festival Executive Committee

BHK— L= / http://niigata-matsuri.com/
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Enjoy over a hundred folk performing arts such as the Onikenbai
sword dance, which has been passed down for roughly 1,300 years!
Three days of over one hundred folk performing arts presented in Kitakami City,
known as the treasury of folk performing arts. The Onikenbai sword dance, which
is a roughly 1,300-year-old folk performing art where dancers wearing masks of
stern-looking ogres (the Buddha personified) dance valiantly, is particularly popular.
Over a hundred troupes gather at a hall divided into eight during the folk
performing art presentation, which is held on the main street in front of Kitakami
Station on the night of August 3. Two hundred dancers all dance together in front
of a bonfire during the grand Onikenbai sword dance array in the finale, as they
amaze spectators with their intensity and magnificence.
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BHLEDE L EEX IRV Y 3 ViR (0197-65-0300)
Main site / Festival square (in front of Kitakami Station), etc.
Access / Train: Short walk from JR Kitakami Station (festival square)
Contact / Kitakami Convention & Visitors Bureau

R K—LR— / https://geinoumatsuri.com/
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The Sumiyoshi Procession is
held on August 10 and 11. A
1-kilometer-long procession of
people walking through the
streets clad in traditional
costumes.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.
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Miyakojima City
Okinawa Prefecture
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The Paantu smearing mud on

people as they scream and
laugh while running away.
They relentlessly smear mud
on anything; whether it is
tourists, children, cars, or
homes.
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Asakura Lion’s Ladder Festival
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Miyako-jima’s Paantu Ritual
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The gods want to smear mud on people as they try to run away!
A unique festival of Miyako Island held in prayers for good health.
Three costumed gods appear in the Shimajiri district of Miyako Island at the
beginning of the ninth month in the Chinese calendar. The masked “Paantus” are
entirely covered with sacred mud from a well called the “Nmariga” and wrapped
with Derris vines. They drive away evil and bring good luck by making strange
noises while smearing mud on everyone as they try to run away. In the Ueno
Nobaru district, there is a “Paantu” event with a lively procession, which consists of
a masked elementary school student, a drum, a giant triton, and women, going
through the village as evil is warded off on the last day of the ox of the twelfth
month in the Chinese calendar.
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BRAVEDE ELEMRERES EEFBIRER (0980-77-4946)

Main site / Various locations in the Shimajiri and Ueno Nobaru districts.

Access / Car: About 30 min. from Miyakojima Airport (Shimajiri district)

Contact / Lifelong Learning Promotion Division, Miyakojima City Board of Education

[feO 5V R—LR—Y' / http://www.tabirai.net/sightseeing/column/0003469.aspx
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A lion consisting of two dancers climbing a ladder and performing
on a 9-meter-tall tower!

A festival in prayer for an abundant harvest the following year held in tribute to the
legend, where a lion (boar) that caused suffering to the people of Asakura in Aichi
Prefecture was exterminated with a ladder. The lion, represented by two
performers wearing a male lion mask, dances to music on a 37-step ladder and
9-meter-tall tower. This acrobatic performance, given on a ladder that sways in the
wind, leaves the audience breathless. Be amazed at this three-part show that lasts
about 30 minutes, which consists of the “dance of fortune”, “dance on the tower”,
and “dance of gratitude”.

XA Y =G/ Bl
7 7 t R/EEZHEBRIERR] L VESHN3D
BELEDE HEHE TS (0562-51-5637)

Main site / Musan Shrine
Access / Train: About 3 min. on foot from Asakura Station on the Meitetsu Tokoname Line
Contact / Chita City Tourism Association

HBHEEFHRIR—L— / https://chita-kanko.com/festival/
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.
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The performer who plays the head of

the lion gets on the shoulders of the
performer who does the legs as they
climb the ladder. The performer who
does the legs getting on one hand
and one foot while looking down at
the base of the ladder is a must-see.
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The event where the drum

stands from various areas gather
together and are lit up after the
sun goes down presents a
beautiful scene that is different
from that in the daytime.
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Kyoto Prefecture Kurama Fire Festival
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See huge Taimatsu torches closely gathered in front of the entrance!

A unique Kyoto festival, which is one of the three Great Fire Festivals of Japan.
An annual celebration at Yuki Shrine that is reminiscent of the time when Yuki
Daimyojin, which was enshrined at the Emperor’'s palace, was transferred to
Kurama in 940. Torches are ignited in unison at the cry of “Shinji ni mairasshare
(come visit the ritual)!” when 6 p.m. comes. The sights of the parade of torches
being carried to the chants of “Sairei, Sairyo” in hopes for a great festival, and the
youths crowding together with Taimatsu torches in front of the entrance, are
spectacular. The “Choppen ceremony”, where two youths turn upside down with
their arms and legs spread out on poles while a portable shrine is carried down
stone stairs, is a remnant of the local coming-of-age ceremony.
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BEVEDE  BEONRT LT+ P —ERZ(075-741-4511 %9/1~10/31)
Main site / Yuki Shrine

Access / Train: About 10 min. on foot from Kurama Station on the Eizan Railway
Contact / Kurama Fire Festival telephone service

B K—LR— / http://www.yukijinjya.jp/about/index.html
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Over fifty huge drum stands competing with each other!

An exciting festival of men that fires up roughly 200,000 spectators.
The 54 drum stands of the 9 districts of Niihama City play the main role in this
festival. The largest of the extravagant floats decorated with gold and silver thread
stands up to about 5.4 meters tall. Many drum stands can be seen on the coast of
the Seto Inland Sea, but those from Niihama City look especially grandiose and
magnificent. It is lifted up by about 150 men and carried throughout the city to
energetic shouts. The Kakikurabe event, where the drum stands are lifted high up
in the air, kept up for long periods of time, and compete with each other, is
spectacular.
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BEWVWEDE FERMmEREHE (0897-65-1261)

Main site / Various locations in Niihama City

Access / Train: About 10 min. by taxi from JR Niihama Station (when going to the
Yamane Ground venue)

Contact / Niihama City Transport and Tourism Division

HMEEHR—L~R—Y / http://www.city.niihama.lg. jp/soshiki/unyu/taikomatsuri.html
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The portable shrine carries an armored warrior and the

rope in the back is pulled by maidens of the town. It has
been said since ancient times that women can give
childbirth easily if this rope is pulled. This is one of the
rare festivals where women can also get on top of a
portable shrine and participate.
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