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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds,

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times all across the country,

so let’s go out and see them!
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A dance that passes down tradition from medieval times.
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A procession of portable shrines and about 5,000 participants
filled with excitement.
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Hibakojin Kagura
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Hofu Tenmangu Shrine Gojinkosai
(Hadakabo Festival)
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See the glowing of roughly 15,000 Chinese lanterns.
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Nagasaki Lantern Festival
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and spirit are sure to give you excitement that you have never felt before.

*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted since 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Experience a roughly 500-year-old entertainment culture.
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First Day Of The Year For
Hayachine Kagura Dance
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An ancient dance passed down on a sacred mountain.
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The burning of New Year’s decorations with holy fire.
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Kasuga Wakamiya On-Matsuri
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A New Year’s event that features the compulsor:
eating of large amounts of rice.
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Hakkoji no Gohan Shiki
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A scene from one of the three great parade float festivals of Japan.
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The revival of a feudal lord’s procession during the Edo period.
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Chichibu Night Festival
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Hakone Feudal Lord’s Procession
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A huge lion and samurai helmets being pulled around!
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Dance with ogres through the night!
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Shobara City, and others
Hiroshima Prefecture
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During the grand Kagura
performances in Niimi City, a
roughly 8-meter-long straw dragon
that decorates the temple is
transported along a field.
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Hakone Town
Kanagawa Prefecture
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Historical sounds of history make a brilliant comeback! An atmospheric
recreation of a feudal lord’s procession during the Edo period.

The feudal lord’s procession of 170 people walks down an old highway and
through a hot springs town for roughly 6 kilometers to the shouts of “Shitani!
Shitani! (Heads down! Heads downl!)". It is the recreation of a procession of a
feudal lord traveling between his hometown and Edo every other year during the
Edo period. It is presented with the same number of people and size as that of
the Odawara Domain, which boasted a scale of 113,000 koku (unit of value). The
event is reminiscent of bygone processions with many features, including a
Yakkofuri performance with lacquered boxes and feathered spears, loud
matchlock guns being fired, and the majestic lord of the domain.
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Main site / Old Hakone Highway / Yumoto Hot Spring Town

Access / Train: Hakone-Yumoto Station on the Odakyu Romance car (passes by the
station at around 2 p.m.)

Contact / Hakone Yumoto Tourism Association

BB RR—LR— / http://www.hakoneyumoto.com/
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The Takusen oracle lingers to this day! Traditional Kagura performances
given in accordance with ancient rituals from medieval times.

Kagura performances that have been continuously passed down since medieval times by
followers of the Honzan guardian deity of the three jewels in the settlements at the base of Mt.
Hiba. These Kagura performances, which keep the Takusen oracle alive today, are rare
throughout the country. Every year, there are the small-scale Kagura performances and the
grand Kagura performances, which are held on the 7th, 9th, 13th, and 33rd anniversaries of the
reconstruction of the structure. The small-scale Kagura performances will be held at Tojo Town,
Shobara City, Hiroshima Prefecture, and the grand Kagura performances will be held at Niimi
City, Okayama Prefecture in 2019. The deity is transferred to its large house after a ritual dance
is performed in dedication to it at its small house, and Noh dances, where an eight-headed and
eight-tailed dragon appears, are performed from the evening to the following morning.
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Main site / Shishiyama Hachimangu Shrine (10/5), Nuka Shrine (11/16)
Access / Train: About 8 min. on foot from Onuka Station on the JR Geibi Line (Nuka Shrine)
Contact / Hibakojin Kagura Shrine

BBEZRSRK—LR—Y / https://www.pref.hiroshima.lg. jp/site/bunkazai/bunkazai-data-105000020.html
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Hakone Feudal Lord's Procession
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Palace maids elegantly

walking under umbrellas,
female servants in
traditional Japanese attire,
etc. Also be dazzled by the
procession of extravagant
ladies.

KBRS S ERICRBIZENHUE T SHHN T OB BRCRITDOBERE CRBLZEV, ¥REASE G HEEXREN BRI NI 1993FELRERRELTBELTVET,

*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards

listed are the ones granted since 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Hofu Tenmangu Shrine Gojinkosai (Hadakabo Festlval)‘
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The sight of the roughly 5,000 half-naked men in high spirits is
spectacular! A procession of portable shrines held to comfort the
soul of Sugawara no Michizane.

In 903, Sugawara no Michizane died in exile after having been blamed for a crime he
did not commit. This is a festival where portable shrines are carried to a resting site in
Katsumanoura to comfort his soul and announce his innocence. There were roughly
5,000 general servants known as “Hadakabo” who purified themselves in a river and
protested his innocence during the Edo period. On November 23 at 6 p.m., hundreds
of these half-naked servants all gather at the alter and carry portable shrines to the
shouts of “Kyodai wasshoi (Brothers, heave-ho!)”. The sight of a roughly 500-kilogram
wickerwork palanquin sliding down a huge 58-step stone stairway is overwhelming.
The valiant procession of men going to and from the resting site is also a must-see.
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The portable Tenmangu shrine

being carried by women is the
first ritual of its kind that is held
Japan. Over 200 women begin
traveling through the streets at
noon on November 24.
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BEVEDE FERXEE (0835-23-7700)
Main site / Hofu Tenmangu Shrine

Access / Train: About 15 min. by walk from JR Hofu Station

Contact / Hofu Tenmangu Shrine

ARXK—LR—' / http://www.hofutenmangu.or. jp/kongetunogiyouji/gojinkousai1013.html
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Shimokita County
Aomori Prefecture

_Fjbo)ﬁa

Shimokita No Noumai
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Entertainment culture from medieval times still remaining strong!
Folk entertainment that has been passed down for about 500 years.
A form of traditional performing art that has been passed down in 14 settlements in
Higashidori Village on the Shimokita Peninsula ever since it was introduced by a
priest about 500 years ago. While it is based on Shugen practices, it is considered an
extremely precious form of Japanese theatrical entertainment that shows strong
traces of performing arts from medieval times such as Sarugaku and Kusemai. Noh
dances are performed at various homes and halls in the settlements at New Year's.
The Higashidori Village Folk Entertainment Performance in early January is particularly
spectacular because it features all kinds of local performing arts in addition to Noh
dances such as lion dances and rice planting and rice cake pounding dances.
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Main site / Higashidori Village Gymnasium (Village Folk Entertainment Performance)

Access / Bus: About 2 min. on foot from the Higashidori-mura Chosha-mae bus stop
on the Shimokita Koutsu Bus (Higashidori Village Gymnasium)

Contact / Higashidori Village Commerce and Tourism Office

BR—L~R—Y / https://www.pref.aomori.lg. jp/bunka/education/kiroku_muminé.html
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted since 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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You can see that the spirit and
tradition of the forefathers have
been passed down with care as
many of the masks and outfits
used are those that remain from
the Edo period.
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Nagasaki City
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First Day Of The Year For Hayachlne Kagura Dance
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One of the features is being

able to see two Kagura
performances. Take Kagura is
in quintuple time and is fast
and lively, while Otsugunai
Kagura is in septuple time
and is slow and elegant.
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Nagasaki Lantern Festival
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Dancing elegantly at times and wildly at other times! Timeless and
traditional Kagura performances passed down on a sacred mountain.

Hayachine Kagura performances have been passed down for over 500 years by
Shugen monks who see Mount Hayachine as their sacred site. It is a collective term
that refers to the Take Kagura dedicated to Hayachine Shrine and the Otsugunai
Kagura dedicated to Otsugunai Shrine by two Kagura performance troupes. Be
amazed at the various performances that start with a ceremonial dance, a sacred
dance themed on the Records of Ancient Matters, a dance performed by women, a
dance performed with vigorous movements, a dance where samurai warriors
appear, a jocular performance, and end with one final performance. The festivities
start with the Otsugunai Kagura on 2nd and the Take Kagura on the 3rd of January.
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BHEVEDLE TEEHNEREZFERR(0198-48-2111)
Main site / January 2: House of Kagura (about 30 min. by car from the Hanamaki IC

on the Tohoku Expressway)

January 3: Hayachine Shrine (about 50 min. by car from the Hanamaki IC

on the Tohoku Expressway)
Contact / Secretary in Charge of Industry, Osako General Office, Hanamaki City

BB RR—LR—Y / https://www.kanko-hanamaki.ne.jp/special/kagura/index.html
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See the glowing of roughly 15,000 Chinese lanterns!
A major winter event that brightens up Nagasaki.
It started as a festival that celebrated the former Chinese New Year (Lunar New

Year) and now attracts over a million people as a major event that brightens up
Nagasaki in the winter. Areas in central Nagasaki City such as Nagasaki Shinchi

Chinatown are decorated with roughly 15,000 Chinese lanterns to brighten up the
streets of the city. It is filled with Chinese-themed events such as the Emperor’s
Parade, where roughly 150 participants in extravagant Chinese clothes surround a
float with a Chinese emperor and empress, lion dances, dragon dances, and a

Chinese circus. Shopping can also be enjoyed at the Hamanmachi venue.
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Main site / Nagasaki Shinchi Chinatown, Chuo Park, etc.

Access / Train: About 1 min. on foot from Shinchi Chinatown Station on the streetcar

Contact / Nagasaki City Tourism Promotion Division

mR—L~R— / https://www.at-nagasaki. jp/festival/winter/top/

XEIERR - SRR S EBICBDIBE N B E T SHH T ORI, BEICRHTOERE SRR IES

Vo 3 REAEE M EREEARIBlERS

JONRETS!

RKINSFEIFEBFT I
B HERPLICRSLE
ToREVWHEDEFBEETH
10MICE RV B2EZE
BLET,

Artwork of all sizes also
decorate the streets. There

is even a piece that stands
an astounding 10 meters in
height.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted since 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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http://matsuri-sanka.net uasau-a

KUDORHIERIE https://www.facebook.com/matsurisanka
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