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Experiences that appeal to the five senses!

Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted since 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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The shaking of heads! The glistening of Eboshi Shinto hats!
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something you can experience yourself.
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A night of fantastic tales in an igloo
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Namahage Sedo Festival

‘2020 2/15+)~2/1 7()%)

** EEl Aklta Prefecture
;L t

CEXY-EY)

Yokote Snow Festival

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you excitement that you have never felt before.
These festivals have been passed down since ancient times all across the country,

so let’s go out and see them!
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A unique festival with performances given on turrets
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“Children’s Kabuki” performed on floats
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A hot springs town that holds one of Japan’s three
ancient hot springs is at its height in spring
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The Festival of Dogo Onsen

Furukawa Festival
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Odawara City
Kanagawa Prefecture
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The Sagami Puppet Theater

features the manipulation method

known as “Sannin-zukai”, which
involves thee puppeteers where
one manipulates the main body,
one manipulates the left side, and
one manipulates the feet.
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Saidaiji Eyo
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Okayama City
Okayama Prefecture
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About 10,000 undressed men fiercely battle each other to grab
the sacred sticks!

One of the three Great Strange Festivals of Japan, also known as the Naked
Festival. Roughly 10,000 men in loincloths battle each other late at night in the
harsh cold over two sacred “Shingi” sticks dropped from the “Gofukumado”
(good fortune window) at the main hall of Saidaiji Kannonin Temple. The sight of
the stormy crowd of unclad men in the sanctified darkness with the lights turned
off is overwhelming. It is believed that the men who are able to grab the sticks
will have good fortune. The women beating Eyo Taiko Drums to boost morale
and the Eyo Winter Fireworks that light up the sky are also must-see sights.
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Main site / Main Hall, Saidaiji Kannonin Temple

Access / Train: About 10 min. on foot from JR Saidaiji Station
Contact / Saidaiji Eyo Service Association

AR HK—LR—' / http://www.saidaiji.jp/eyou/
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Sagami Puppet Theater Performances
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Three puppeteers work in unison to manipulate one puppet!

A traditional Joruri puppet show performed with unique techniques
The Sagami Puppet Theater is a Joruri puppet theater that has been passed down
since ancient times in Odawara City, Atsugi City, Hiratsuka City, and
Minamiashigara City of Kanagawa Prefecture (former Sagami Province). Be amazed
by the unique techniques used by the puppeteers such as “Teppo-zashi”, which
makes the puppeteer that manipulates the head look like he is holding a gun. All
five troupes (Shimonaka-za, Hase-za, Hayashi-za, Sakitori-za, and Ashigara-za) that
pass down this tradition are both nationally and prefecturally designated
Important Intangible Cultural Heritage, and the Sagami Puppet Theater is a rare
yearly performance where they all gather.
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Main site / Kanagawa Prefectural Youth Center

Access / Train: About 10 min. on foot from JR Sakuragicho Station

Contact / Sagami Ningyo Shibai Rengokai Executive Office [Odawara City Cultural
Properties Department]

VBRHi—LA=Y / http://www.city.odawara kanagawa. jp/field/lifelong/property/topics/minzokugeinou-sagaminingyo47.html
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Before the battle, the men
purify themselves in both
mind and body in the same
way it was done when this
Eyo ritual originated.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards

listed are the ones granted since 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Akita Prefecture Yokote Snow Festival
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Children offer you amazake and rice cakes in a fairytale-like shrine

made of snow.

A roughly 450-year-old lunar New Year event of Yokote City, which has some of
the largest amounts of snowfall in Akita Prefecture. Mounds of snow that are
hollowed out and turned into igloos will be lined next to each other and lit up on
the evenings of February 15 and 16. Feel nice and warm as you enter a snow hut
that a child beckons you into. After offering money to the god of water enshrined
at the front, you can enjoy a conversation while drinking amazake and eating rice
cakes. During the day, you can make a mini igloo and watch a competition where
281780 [HeRLStERES the participants try to outdo each other with bonten head ornaments as well as

statues made of snow all over the city.
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Men valiantly carry roughly Main site / Yokote City Hall Main Building Road Park, Yokote Park, Haguro Town

five-meter-tall bonten head Bukeyashiki-dori Street, etc.

ornaments and jostle each Access / Train: About 10 min. on foot from JR Yokote Station (Yokote City Hall Main

Building Road Park)

other during the Asahiokayama Contact / Yokote City Tourist Association

Shrine Bonten Offering Festival
on February 17. BFERHAR—LR—Y / https://www.yokotekamakura.com/01_event/04_winter/kamakura_kaisai.html
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Kagoshima Prefecture Hatsuuma-sai Festival
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Gorgeously decorated horses dedicate dances!

A traditional festival that welcomes spring to southern Kyushu

A rare festival where twenty-some horses with colorful ornaments on their backs
and bells on their necks dance to music played with taiko drums and shamisens.
The sight of the horses dancing as they jingle their bells and tow the dance
troupes consisting of about 2,000 members is unique. It is said that the horses e
have a habit of stepping their hooves up and down for a while after the festival N 3 =
because they had been practicing for over a month until then. A traditional ::b\ﬁthal
Kagoshima Jingu Shrine ceremony that boasts a history of about 470 years and a
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BELEDY TFRRTEER BEHRATELRN] (0995-45-5111) Each horse has tens or even
o o ) hundreds of dance troupes
Main site / Kagoshima Jingu Shrine following it as they pray for good
Access / Train: About 20 min. on foot from JR Hayato Station harvests, family safety, prosperity
Contact / Hatsuuma Festival Executive Committee [Tourism Division, Kirishima City Hall] in livestock farming, the driving
away of evil spirits, and prosperity

BEHK—LNR—Y / https://www.city-kirishima. jp/kirikan/kanko/matsuri/haru.html in business along the approach.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted since 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Katsuyama City
Fukui Prefecture

Katsuyama Sagityo Festival
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The finale of the festival is
the Dondo-yaki event, where
sacred pine decorations from
various towns are burned at
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See humorous performances given on turrets!

A lively and unique festival with buoyant music

The Katsuyama Sagityo Festival, the largest Sagityo festival in the prefecture, is held
on the lunar New Year in various locations and boasts a history of over 300 years.
Twelve two-story-tall turrets with thatched roofs that are hipped and gabled stand
in various areas of Katsuyama City. This is a unique festival, where people with red
kimono slips perform to music while standing on the turrets. The bright tempo of
the Sagityo music played by suspended taiko drums, shamisens, shinobue flutes,
and small gongs is famous and also features children sitting on the drums’ surface
to control the sound vibrations. Please also look out for the decorations on the
streets, such as lanterns displaying poetry that satirized the times and society.
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Main site / Various areas around Katsuyama City
Access / Train: About 5 min. on foot from Katsuyama Station on the Echizen Railway
Contact / Katsuyama Sagityo Festival Executive Committee

the Benten riverbed on the
evening of February 23.
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Furukawa Festival
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Hida City
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Small portable drums charge at an enormous taiko drum! An unusual
earthly festival that is filled with excitement until late at night

An annual celebration of Keta Wakamiya Shrine, boasting a history of about 400
years. It is composed of three grand rituals consisting of a Shinto ritual with
traditional procession of portable shrines, a “rousing drum” parade, and a
procession of floats, along with an old massive picture scroll. The highlight of the
festival is the “rousing drum” parade. The clashing between the huge taiko drum
and the smaller portable drums throughout the town is spectacular. The sight of
the small portable drums trying to clash into the huge taiko drum and those trying
to guard it right in front of you fills the town of Furukawa with excitement until
late at night.
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Main site / Urban areas of Furukawa Town, Hida City
Access / Train: Short walk from JR Hida-Furukawa Station
Contact / Tourism Division, Hida City Office

B R—L~X—Y / https://www.hida-kankou.jp/event/1313/

ARKR—LR—Y / https://www.city.katsuyama.fukui.jp/kankou/sagityo/
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Be overwhelmed by the
extravagance of these
festive floats that convey
the marvelous craftsmanship
of Hida.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted since 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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