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Experiences that appeal to the five senses!

Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you excitement that you have never felt before.
These festivals have been passed down since ancient times all across the country,

so let’s go out and see them!
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Owari Tsushima Tennoh Festival

See extravagant floats being pulled around!
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Hita Gion Festival
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. Hakata Gion Yamakasa
Naha Hari
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted since 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.

Fan-shaped World Heritage Neputa floats light up the night
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Unique dance performances that captivate around two million people!
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YOSAKOI Soran Festival
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About 100 horses march as their bells jingle
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The recreation of a warrior procession at a World Heritage site
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Spring Fujiwara Festival
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Spirits gracefully carried over seawater
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One of the Three Great Festivals of Japan
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Hiraizumi Town

Iwate Prefecture Spring Fujiwara Festival

Far i Fimsg. o

JONRETH!
5A58(C3EMZNPLEBT
EEDE]| &I, $8004H]
DEDEEGDON . EBREE
BXAEEACIBESNTULE D,

The “longevity dances” will also be

performed at the Pure Land
Garden of Motsu Temple on May 5.
They have been unchanged for
roughly 800 years and have been
designated as Important Intangible
Folk Cultural Assets.
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Sapporo City
Hokkaido Prefecture

YOSAKOI

YOSAKOI Soran Festival
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Unique dance performances mixed with Soran Bushi and clappers
captivate roughly two million people!

A grand early-summer event proudly presented by Sapporo City, with Kochi
Prefecture’s Yosakoi Festival as its roots and mixed with Soran Bushi Hokkaido
folk music. Around 28,000 dancers divided into about 280 teams dance in
parades and on stage at various locations within the city, centered around Odori
Park. The original performances by each team, which are offered for free, except
for those holding clappers and including Soran Bushi phrases, are must-sees.
Tourists can also join in on the dancing at Waodori Square, which is held every
day.
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Main site / Odori Park

Access / Train: About 8 min. on foot from Odori Station on the subway
(Odori Park Nishi 8-Chome site)

Contact / Yosakoi Soran Festival Organizing Committee

BHHR— L= / https://www.yosakoi-soran.jp/
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The breathtaking recreation of a roughly 900-year-old Heian-period picture
scroll! See the overwhelming warrior procession at a World Heritage site.

Hiraizumi is a World Heritage site that flourished under the Northern Fujiwara family
around 900 years ago. This is a spectacular spring festival that introduces numerous
temples, gardens, and remains that were built based on Pure Land Buddhism. There
are various events such as the Children’s Parade on May 1 and the Chuson Temple
Noh Performance on May 4, but the most overwhelming one is Yoshitsune
Minamoto’s Eastern Flight Procession on May 3. Actors and famous local people
play the role of historical figures such as Hidehira Fujiwara, Yoshitsune Minamoto,
and Yoshitsune’s wife, and a procession of warriors accompanied by a single row of
other warriors and waiting maids move from Motsuji Temple to Chuson-ji Temple.
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Main site / In Hiraizumi Town

Access / Train: About 10 min. on foot from JR Hiraizumi Station (Motsuji Temple)
Contact / Hiraizumi Tourism Association

BRI R—LAR—Y / http://hiraizumi.or.jp/event/haru_fuji.html
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The semi-finals and finals will
be judged on the final stage on
June 14 to determine who will
win the Yosakoi Soran grand
prize.
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You can dance through the night during the Bon festivities, which carry on
for over 30 nights! Anyone can participate in the atmospheric Bon dances.
A summer tradition of the castle town of Gujo Hachiman, with singing and
dancing that have been performed for around 400 years. Held for over 30 nights
from mid-July to early September, the locations change on a nightly basis, ranging
from open crossroad spaces to shrines. The enjoyment of tourists and local
-~ residents dancing together as the sound of music, wooden clogs, and the river
s Ny can be heard echoing through the mountains is a special experience. Participants
: :"J‘Et:%! can dance through tghe nigﬁt for the four nights oﬁ‘) Augustp1 3to 16. Wheg the
morning comes, the singers and dancers are in total synchronization as they
BREEHNBR[DDOIE| TV S dance while taking advantage of every moment of the short summer night.
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There are ten songs, including Main site / Various locations within the city (visit the website for details)

the atmospheric “Kawasaki” Access / Train: About 20 min. from Gujo Hachiman Station on the Nagaragawa Railway

dth " K . (in front of the former government building memorial hall)
and the UP'tempo Haru .oma > Contact / Gujo Hachiman Tourism Association
performed with shamisens,

taiko drums, flutes, and singing. HAHRR— L= / http://www.gujohachiman.com/kanko/odori.html
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Aichi Prefecture Owari Tsushima Tennoh Festival
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One of the three great riverside festivals of Japan, with different
festivities during the night and morning! Be amazed at the sight of

musical performances being given on boats being rowed.

A festival at Tsushima Shrine boasting a history of about 600 years and counted as one
of the Three Great Riverside Festivals of Japan. Held here are the Surreal Evening Festival
and the Extravagant Morning Festival. The lanterns of five makiwara boats are lit at
around 6:30 p.m. during the evening festival on July 25. The boats are then rowed out of [y
the yard at around 8:15 p.m. and directed toward the resting point as Tsushima flutes - | :b Et '—6 !
are played. The sight of the lit up makiwara boats reflecting off the surface of the river is

surreal. The six extravagant boats are redecorated with noh dolls during the morning [BZ| ClE H500@BDIZL] =
festival on July 26, before being rowed away to the sound of musical performances.
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Main site / Tsushima Shrine, Tennogawa Park i EVERIE VESIEL 5 GEnRied
Access / Train: About 15 m'in. on foot from Tsushima Station on the Meitetsu Line with roughly 500 lanterns. The
(Tsushima Shrine) central pillar has lanterns for
Contact / Tsushima City Tourist Association each month of the year and the
. L ) o i i i o dome at the bottom has lanterns
BAHRT—LR—Y / https://www.city.tsushima.lg.jp/shokai/matsurikyoudo/tennnoumaturi/tennoumatsuriyurai.html for each day of the year.
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A float with beautiful dolls
made by master doll makers.
Many men pull them down a
narrow road valiantly.
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Kibune Festival
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Manazuru Town
Kanagawa Prefecture
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Graceful boats carrying spirits travel the ocean! The test of strength
in the races and floats decorated with flowers is spectacular.

A grand festival of Kifune Shrine also known as one the Three Great Boat Festivals
of Japan. Portable shrines with sacred offerings of Kifune Shrine are towed by
rowing small boats across the port with small and fast boats on the east and west
along with musical boats. They then process down the streets and cross the
waters to return to the shrine pavilions. They can be seen traveling over seawater
for two days as the towing boats are navigated through the races. There are
plenty of sights to see on both the sea and land, including the carriers of the

floats decorated with flowers showing their strength and skill, the traditional
Kashima dance, and the lively music.
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Main site / Kibune Shrine, Manazuru Port, etc.

Access / Train: About 15 min. on foot from JR Manazuru Station (Manazuru Port)
Contact / Kibune Festival Preservation Society

B K—LR—' / http://kibunejinja.com/matsuri-history.html
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Extravagant floats that stand about ten meters-tall valiantly march
the streets to the sound of Gion festival music!

A traditional ceremony of Hita City for good luck in the summer, which started
about 300 years ago. Extravagant floats that stand about ten meters-tall proceed
to the sound of Gion festival music through various towns in the Kuma/Takeda
and Mameda districts. A procession of elegant floats decorated with lanterns
begins when night falls and creates a surreal atmosphere for you to enjoy. Nine
Hita Gion floats from within Hita City will also be on display in front of JR Hita City
two days before the festival. See the floats of the year as you are surrounded by
the surreal shining of the lanterns and the sound of Gion festival music.
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Main site / Hita City, Kuma/Takeda district, Mameda district

Access / Train: About 15 min. on foot from JR Hita Station
Contact / Hita City Tourism Association

mik—L~R—Y / https://www.city.hita.oita.jp/soshiki/shokokankobu/kankoka/kankokikaku/gion/2548.html
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A sacred Kashima dance that has been
passed down to the coast of Izu
Peninsula in Sagami Bay is offered to
purify the coast of Izu Peninsula in
Sagami Bay during the procession of
portable shrines.
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