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Experiences that appeal to the five senses!
Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!
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Magnificent floats being transported down the streets,'lined with storehouse-type structures.

See a 4.85-meter-tall man walking down a path
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Huge wreaths of flowers being spun around majestically
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Dances of the gods performed at the home of the gods!
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Please note that some festivals may be canceled or postponed.

Some festivals may be canceled or postponed as a result of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Please be sure to check with sources
such as the websites of local municipalities or hosting organizations for details beforehand. Please also follow the instructions issued
by the government and concerned organizations for events that are still held.
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something

you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you
excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times
all across the country, so let's go out and see them!
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Yagoro Don Festival
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Hoyo Festival (Kuromaru-Odori)
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Ise Dai Kagura

5 2021 1/9~1/11 g-mnoVTFNHM1B

UJ*U,E\/ I /Yamanashi Prefecture

ws 0 & &= 3% 3% %

AR DB e Ps

Harukoma in Ichinosetakahashi
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Izumo Kagura
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A dance that passes down tradition since medieval times.
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A festival of flames that wanders into ancient times.
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Experience a roughly 500-year-old culture of performing arts.
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Hibakojin Kagura
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The revival of a feudal lord's procession during the Edo period.
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A scene from one of the three great parade float festivals of Japan.
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See the glowing of roughly 15,000 Chinese lanterns.
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Hakone Feudal Lord's Procession
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Chichibu Night Festival
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Nagasaki Lantern Festival
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2020 event canceled. Kawagoe Festival
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A ritual scroll painting depicting magnificent floats carrying elaborate dolls
as they parade through a townscape of storehouse-type architecture.

The grandest festival in Kanto taking root in the “Reitaisai” festival and held at
Hikawa Shrine on October 14, consisting of the “Jinkosai” festival and “Float
Event (festival)”, which are held immediately afterward. One of the main
features is the impressive floats being transported down the streets lined with
storehouse-type structures as well as other parts of town. It is overwhelming to
see multiple floats face each other as they cross paths on the street. This
festival was developed while being strongly influenced by the Edo Tenka
Festival and has evolved along with the trends. It is over 370 years old and
continues to preserve the atmosphere and scenery of the Tenka festivals. wAE IUEIZIRAT 25T - TLIRERY . [a A
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Main site / Central urban area of Kawagoe City

Access / Train: Short walk from Hon-Kawagoe Station on the Seibu
Shinjuku Line

Contact / Kawagoe City Kawagoe Station Tourism Information Center

BRR—LAR—Y' / https://www.kawagoematsuri.jp/

The lanterns on the floats at night are
surreal. The multiple floats that face
each other, competing to the sound
of music while festival-goers hold
bright lanterns, are a must-see.
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See the 4.85-meter-tall man “Yagoro Don” boldly walking through
the streets!

Yagoro Don is a huge gallant man who wears a 313 square-meter plum-dyed
garment, has large eyes and thick eyebrows, and wears long and short swords on
his waist. He is the provider of bountiful harvests and guardian of the region, and has
been revered in the province since roughly 900 years ago. He is woken up at 1 a.m.
to cries of “Yagoro Don has awaken” and the beating of drums. He is then dressed
up at around 6 a.m. and pulled over to the grounds of lwagawa Hachiman Shrine,
where his huge body is raised up. The Hamakudari parade held in the afternoon is
one of the highlights of the event. Yagoro Don walks through the streets of the urban
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Yagoro Don’s famous Ina Bauer. He BEVWEDE SRR B LEE(0986-76-8282)
is surrounded by the powerful Main site / lwagawa Hachiman Shrine, urban area
beating of drums and cheers from Access / Train / Bus: About 7 min. on foot (Iwagawa Hachiman Shrine)
the crowd as his huge body is bent from the Nakamorizono bus stop after taking a Kagoshima

Kotsu bus from JR Nishi-Miyakonojo Station
Contact / Commerce and Tourism Division, Soo City Office

BTk~ LR—Y / https://www.city.s00.kagoshima. jp/kankou_event/rekisibunnka/denntou/yagoroudon.html

over backwards while passing
under the lwagawa elevated bridge.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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The huge flower wreaths that are
roughly 5 meters in diameter and
weighing roughly 60 kilograms are
impressive. It is said that happiness
comes to those who go beneath

the huge flower wreaths.
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Grand Kagura performers who do lion dances in various regions

gather once a year as a sacred offering!

Ise Dai Kagura travels across Japan to perform lion dances for people who
cannot visit Ise Shrine. In the past, they distributed Ise Shrine talismans but they
now distribute talismans of the Ise Daikagura Kosha association. They show
what it was like to visit the Ise Shrine, full of recreation and faith during the Edo
period, as opposed to the visits today, which are more solemn. The five existing
masters start visiting their respective parishes in the morning of New Year's Day
and visit various regions throughout the year. They then return to Masuda
Shrine when December comes again and give lion Kagura and equanimity
performances as their last Kagura offerings of the year.
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BEVWEDE REEANPEABE A (0594-23-2498)

Main site / Masuda Shrine

Access / Train / Bus: About 3 min. on foot from the Tayu bus stop

after taking a Mie Kotsu bus from JR Kuwana Station
Contact / Ise Daikagura Kosha

ARK—LR—Y / http://ise-daikagura.or.jp/
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Carried on without change for roughly 500 years! Graceful dance
performances with huge flower wreaths and banners twirling around.

The Kuromaru Dance is a performing art that has been passed down in Kuromaru
Town of Omura City, Nagasaki Prefecture. It is said to have originally been taught by
the masterless samurai warrior Hoyo of the Chugoku Region. It is offered every year
on the anniversary of Hoyo's death, November 28, at Hoyo Temple, which is where
his grave is located. The dance believed to have been performed by Sumikore
Omura, the Omura clan’s 16th feudal lord, when he regained control of their
territory has continually been passed down ever since for roughly 500 years. Be
amazed at this gallant and graceful dance performed with four huge flower wreaths
and two huge banners slowly being twirled around to the sound of drums.
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Main site / Hoyo Temple (1489, Kuromarumachi, Omura-shi, Nagasaki-ken,

next to Kuromaru Town Community Center)

Access / Car: About 15 min. from the Omura IC on the Nagasaki
Expressway

Contact / Culture Promotion Division, Omura City Board of Education

RIFRERERR—LR— / https://www.nagasaki-tabinet.com/event/60611/
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An offering of 16 pieces that have
been passed down for roughly 450
years. The finale is the Rangyoku
dance performance in the Oiran
Parade, with lions in long-sleeved
kimonos dancing to Ise dance music.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Horses dancing to the sound of music! The traditional performing
art of the Lunar New Year that was revived in 2008.

A traditional performing art of the Lunar New Year that has been passed down in the
intermontane area at Enzan Ichinose Takahashi, Koshu City, Yamanashi Prefecture, which
is over 1,000 meters above sea level. It consists of horse dances performed to music
played with flutes, drums, handbells, and singing. Starting at the home of the leader, the
procession used to go down to roadside deities and homes to dance while giving special
congratulations. These were offered using rituals involving the pouring of water and the
swinging of sticks to families that had weddings, childbirths, or the building of new
homes. However, this was placed on hold in 1989 due to the declining population.
Thankfully, the preservation society was restructured in 2008 by determined people
from Ichinose Takahashi, who then changed locations and were able to revive it.
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Main site / Old Takano Family Residence / Amakusa Residence
Access / Train: Short walk from JR Enzan Station
Contact / Cultural Properties Division, Koshu City Board of Education

PERZURNHHERER—LN—Y / https://www.yamanashi-kankou.jp/koshu/topics/2015_harukoma.html
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There are two acts in each perfor-
mance, including the “Slaying of the
Dragon at Hi River”, which depicts

Susanoo-no-Mikoto defeating the
dragon and saving Princess Inada.

[N /14IEE LIFIR 7 Eﬁ'}‘I‘IFE Koshu City Yamanashi Prefecture
1/9(i)~ ws D 7z &L x5 ZF

1(;‘}{73;;”5 _AZﬁE Im% 0) % % Harukoma in Ichinosetakahashi

B 3 BAROBIV]ETE]
&> THRE BV
LBzt RAATHEZE
W7z R E T,

The horse dance is performed by a
herald and horse working together
as one. The herald scolds the horse
for its wild behavior and uplifts it
when it becomes hesitant.
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Enjoy Kagura performances depicting famous scenes from myths at the
home of the gods, where many legendary occurrences are remembered!
The Hii River Basin is where Susanoo-no-Mikoto was said to have defeated a
dragon in the Kojiki, which is Japan's oldest book of historic accounts. Other
locations in Unnan City, Shimane Prefecture, where many mythical events took
place such as Amagafuchi, Happonsugi, and Nihon Hatsunomiya (Suga Shrine), can
still be found today. The traditional performing art “lzumo Kagura”, based on myths
and legends of the lzumo region - the home of the gods, can be seen every month
at the Kodaitetsu Kayoukan, and is performed by 16 Kagura groups in the city. The
magnificent semblance of the performers in gold brocades and their impressive
skills as they dance to the quaint and majestic music captivate the audience.
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Main site / Kodaitetsu Kayoukan

Access / Car: About 15 min. from the Mitoya-kisuki IC on the Matsue
Expressway

Contact / Kodaitetsu Kayoukan

BHEK—LR—Y / https://www.kodaitetsu.com/event/415
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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