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Japanese Festivals
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Experiences that appeal to the five senses!
Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!




1-' o ] e L
LR,

,- . *-‘-- k- f o i el
&

e 2 F o -

: TESY ~
immm& i< 91, 80012130)0&}&}[;'1 T mEEBCRKOBTNAHBO RS

Roughly 1,800 hina dolls on the stone steps of a shrine! ’ ——— '1"' i Local folk songs that are passed down on the Amami Islands.
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FA fiery procession of warriors proceeding along a row of cherry trees.
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Please note that some festivals may be canceled or postponed.

Some festivals may be canceled or postponed as a result of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Please be sure to check the websites
of local municipalities and hosting organizations or other official sources beforehand for details. Please also follow the instructions
issued by the government and concerned organizations for events that are still held.
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something N

you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you
excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times
all across the country, so let's go out and see them! é
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Folk Song of Amami Kan-ou-kaen
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Honen Kigan Festival of Tanigumisan Kegonji Temple (Tanigumi Odori)
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Kabuki in Fukuura
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Katsuura Big Hina Matsuri Kubono no Yatsu-Shika Odori
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A hot springs town with one of Japan’s top 3 ancient % m .(\“‘ﬁ U3 l—?t %)%kﬁﬁj
A visionary night with talks in an igloo. hot springs is at its height in spring. “Children’s Kabuki” performed on floats.
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Yokote Snow Festival The Festival of Dogo Onsen Nagahama Hikiyama Festival
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A local performing art that marks the end of winter
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and welcomes spring. The largest warrior festival in the world. Simply extravagant! A gathering of 12 floats!
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Hachinohe Enburi Festival Shingen-ko Festival Takayama Spring Festival (Sanno Festival)
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The beautiful falsettos and melodies of the shamisen touch the heart.
Local folk songs passed down by the people of the Amami Islands.

The Amami Islands of Kagoshima Prefecture have a history of being ruled by the
Ryukyu, the Satsuma Clan, and the United States. The islanders who lived during
these times put their way of life, morals, and thoughts into lyrics and melodies,
and passed their songs down to the next generations. On the Amami Islands,
songs about the islands and villages (shima) where people were born and
raised are called “shimauta”, and various folk songs continue to be endeared.
The beautiful falsettos and plaintive melodies of the shamisen that touch the
heart are the distinct charms of the shimauta. They can be enjoyed at events
and recitals held at various locations throughout the year.
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The shimauta division of Kikai Town’s
“Shimauta/Shimayumita Recital”, held
on February 12, has both child and
adult shimauta singers from the island
performing with their singing voices.
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Main enents /February Shimauta/Shimayumita Recital (Kikai Town)
February Shimauta/Shimamuni Convention (China Town)
June Amami Minyo Grand Prize (Amami City)
June Shimaguchi/Shimauta/Minbu Festival (Tokunoshima Town)
August Tokunoshima Minyo Convention (Isen Town)
ust  Summer Festa (Kikai Town)
Contact / Llfetong Learmng Team, Kikai Town Board of Education Secretariat
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The bamboo crafts standing 4 meters tall resemble the wings of a phoenix!
Dance to the beating of drums passed down for 1,200 years at a renowned temple.
Tanigumisan Kegonji Temple, which was built in 798, is the famous 33rd temple that
issues amulets on the Saigoku Kannon Pilgrimage, which is Japan's oldest Kannon
pilgrimage. For this reason, it is also known as the “final stop of the pilgrimage”. A
festival in prayers for a rich harvest throughout the year is held on February 18, right
before the seed and rice planting season, and the “Tanigumi Dance”, which has been
passed down for over 800 years, is offered. A spectacular sight is the fan-shaped
“shinais”, which are bamboo ornaments resembling the wings of a phoenix and
standing 4 meters tall. The gallant dances where the performers in matching
11RO [HASHKARRE 13ROH costumes wriggle these shinais as they beat drums on their chests will captivate you.
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Following the area in front of the former BHEAVLWESDLE BL | B ERERIBE L ERER (0585-22-2111)

; ; : : Main site / The area in front of the former Meitetsu Tanigumi Station, the Tanigumi '
Meitetsu Tar\lguml Station at ,11 a.m. Monzen parking area, in front of the Nio Gate of Tanigumisan Kegonji Temple [m] gy [=]
and the Tanigumi Monzen parking area Access / Train/Bus: About 10 min. on foot (to Tanigumisan Kegonji Temple] from the
at 1 p.m. the Tanigumi Dance will be Tanigumisan bus stop after taking an Ibigawacho Fureai Bus from Tarumi L

f d i G f the Ni ¢ Railway Tanigumiguchi Station =]t
performed in front of the Nio Gate o Contact / Commerce and Tourism Division, Industrial Construction Department, Ibigawa Town

Tanigumisan Kegonji Temple at 2 p.m.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Tomisaki Shrine is a special place that
serves as an icon of festivals. The sight

of the 60 stone steps that reach out to
the skies, colored with the bright red

and gold of the dolls, is magnificent.
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Warriors proceeding along a row of cherry trees!

A fiery festival that recreates a mystical historic picture scroll.
Nagasaki Prefecture’s greatest fire festival, where roughly 200 people dressed as
warriors proceed along a row of cherry trees with torches in their hands. Held on the last
Saturday of March in Chijiwa Town, Unzen City when the cherry blossoms are in full
bloom. They head out of Fukuishi Park after sunset at the signal of the demonstration by
the gun troops. The fiery procession then heads towards Tachibana Park in the darkness,
where the nightly cherry blossoms are beautiful, while exclaiming the “lyasaka” shout of
victory in prayers for the prosperity of their hometown. See a mystical historic picture
scroll recreating historical events that happened over 400 years ago on a spring night.
Those who want to participate in the procession can do so by applying in advance.
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Main site / Tachibana Shrine, Fukuishi Park

Access / Train/Bus: Short walk (to Tachibana Shrine) from the
Tachibanajinja-mae bus stop after taking a Shimatetsu Bus
from JR Isahaya Station

Contact / Kanou-Kaen Executive Committee

AXK—LR—Y / http://kanoukaen.web.fc2.com/
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Hina dolls donated from across the country all lined up! Festivals full of hina dolls
are held at various locations throughout the town, including Tomisaki Shrine.

The Katsuura Big Hina Matsuri is one of the events of Katsuura City that
welcomes spring. Hina dolls placed in various locations, such as on the stone
steps of Tomisaki Shrine and on the special steps for hina dolls at Kakuo
Temple, greet all visitors. It began in 2001, when roughly 7,000 hina dolls from
Katsuura Town in Tokushima Prefecture were adopted through the nationwide
Katsuura network. The 1,800 hina dolls that decorate the stone steps of
Tomisaki Shrine are placed there in the morning, put away at night, and placed
back again the next day. There are also hina dolls that have been modified by
establishments at shopping streets on display.
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Main site / Tomisaki Shrine, among others.

Access / Train: About 10 min. on foot (to Tomisaki Shrine) from JR
Katsuura Station

Contact / Katsuura Big Hina Matsuri Executive Committee
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The finale of the procession of warriors is
held at Tachibana Park, which is a
famous spot for viewing cherry blossoms.
The row of cherry blossoms and armored
warriors illuminated by the torches are
popular sights on social media.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.



5

(454£)4/10 =

2022

4/10@)

HRI7=5 P 130RFEICHIZVERK !

TEERICE 2SR

NEEBIRRERICH DM EHAHERX . 1 890FEHICZ Dt
NIz BT RERARE O ILER - AR R ZEPRIRL TLOR IR
O UICZ Up o772 5 ORI TR LEN. 130FE DL BB &S
NTELOPTRHORERITT o —D2DHRERILITHS HEH]
TRUIMPNTEEU o [REBLLDEE | TIT DO N2 48 TG AL
HORHAETIEERIEPRTHEPLFRTDOLD R
PoLNEBRHLBEVREVIATONET .

Passed down for over 130 years by fishermen! Kabuki performances
of a fishing village welcoming spring in the Shimokita Peninsula.

The Fukuura District in Sai Village is a fishing town located on the coast of the
Shimokita Peninsula. Ever since Kamigata Kabuki actor Kikugoro Nakamura and
his wife Kikumatsu visited this area in around 1890 and taught “Fukuura
Kabuki”, it has been popular among fishermen who had minimal exposure to
entertainment and culture, and passed down for over 130 years. It has been
handed down through a hereditary system where one role per household is
played. At the special presentation of the Fukuura Inari Shrine Festival held at
the House of Kabuki, rustic but nonetheless powerful and exciting performances
are given in a warm atmosphere, watched over by the local residents.
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Main site / The House of Kabuki

Access / Ship/Car: About 25 min. by car from Sai Port after boarding
the high-speed ship, the Polastar, at Aomori Port

Contact / Sai Village Comprehensive Strategy Division
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The “Cow Demons”, said to have
been an essential part of festivals in
the Nanyo Region. Eight deer
perform an elegant dance after the
portable shrine and cow demons
leave their main shrine.
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Different acts such as “Yoshitsune and the
Thousand Cherry Trees” and “Records of
the Taiko” are performed each year.
Experience the distinct flavors of this area
by, among other ways, listening to the
local dialect of the lines spoken.
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Eight deer pounding their chests like drums!

A traditional deer dance performed to the plaintive melodies.
The Kubono Dance of Eight Deer is offered on the day of a grand spring festival
at Mitaki Shrine in the mountainous Shirokawa Town of Seiyo City in Ehime
Prefecture. Eight dancers dressed as deer give beautiful performances while
beating drums on their chests to music played on flutes and deer dance songs.
A dance performance that lasts nearly an hour, where male deer search for
female deer. Feel the rustic but also graceful and elegant sound of the drums
that can be heard through the valleys along with the plaintive melodies. It is said
to have been rooted in the deer dance of 1615 in Sendai.
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Main site / Mitaki Shrine

Access / Car: About 60 min. by car from the Seiyo Uwa IC on the
Matsuyama Expressway

Contact / Education Division, Shirokawa Branch, Seiyo City

BEFimi—L~—Y / https://www.city.seiyo.ehime, jp/miryoku/seiyoshibunkazai/bunkazai/kuni/kiroku_mukeim/4228 html
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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The Center For Promotion Of Folk-Performing Arts
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