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Japanese Festivals
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Experiences that appeal to the five senses!
Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!
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amurai doll ﬂoats parade through the port town
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A’ Shinto ritual dating back some 1,800 years
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Comical faces on the dancers bellles move and shake through the dance!
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Please note that some festivals may be canceled or postponed.

Some festivals may be canceled or postponed as a result of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Please be sure to check the websites
of local municipalities and hosting organizations or other official sources beforehand for details. Please also follow the instructions
issued by the government and concerned organizations for events that are still held.
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something
you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you
excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times
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all across the country, so let's go out and see them!
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Sanno Festival

Hokkai Heso Matsuri
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Watch the stunning dragon-shaped boats in this
amazing rowing race
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Naha Hari
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A light, lively dance reminiscent of a sparrow
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Conveying to the present day a rice-planting scene
from ancient times in all its splendor
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A UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage
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Mibu no Hana Taue
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Some 100 horses parade through, the sound of bells
chiming as they go along
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Hakata Gion Yamakasa
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One of Japan’s three major festivals
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Watch the amazing samurai doll floats, standing at 6.5 meters!
This is one of the three major festivals of the Hokuriku region,
conveying the mood of prosperity of the old port town to this day!

This is @ major festival held at Mikuni Shrine, drawing more than 10,000 people
to Mikuni, a port town boasting a history of 1,000+ years. On the middle day of
the festival, May 20th, the massive samurai doll floats, which are re-made every
year, come out. At noon, two mikoshi portable shrines and six floats parade
through the town after gathering in front of Mikuni Shrine. Children play festival
music as the parade winds through, pushing aside visitors and outdoor stands.
This festival recreates the nostalgic atmosphere of the old port town, as visitors
are captivated by the special chant-like calls made by those steering the parade
as they change direction moving through the streets.
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Main site / Mikuni Shrine, Sakai Cit e o
Access / Train: About 10 min. on foyot (to Mikuni Shrine) from Echizen dusk, when a performance 's, given. As
Railway Mikuni Shrine Station F of 6 pm, paper lamps are lit so that

visitors can watch the floats return to
their places.

Contact / Mikuni Festival Preservation Society
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Listen to drums and singing against the backdrop of a beautiful
rural landscape! This rice planting event, dedicated to cows and
horses, dates back hundreds of years.
The Bihoku region is known since long ago for its people’s strong belief in Daisen
Chimyo Daigongen, protector deity for the safety of cows and horses. Amongst
the rice-planting rituals of this area, the oldest surviving form, held every four
years for the local public, is called Shiohara no Daisen Kuyo Taue. Cows walk
along an offering area next to the shrine in order to put to rest the souls of cows
and horses that died a bad death, as prayers are dedicated to the safety of

horses and cows living today, as well as the plentifulness of crops. Beautifully
decorated cows plow the fields, and women wearing traditional conical hats
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The climax of the event is the Main site / In front of Ishijinja Shrine
rice-planting to the sound of Access / Car: About 25 min. by car from the Tojo IC on the Chugoku
drums. Master drummers are Expressway i )
accompanied by female dancers Contact / Shobara City Board of Education, Education Department,
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singing as they plant the rice. 1eong Learmning -enter
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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The festival floats are lead by the
kanko-dori (bird image) sitting atop a
drum, a symbol of peace in the world,
followed by the flower floats, a float
occupied by young boys, among others,
stretching some 300 meters in total.
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Rice-planting in the old tradition, accompanied by lively dancing!
This Shinto ritual dates back some 1,800 years!

This rice-planting event is held in various places around the nation, during the season
of the year when rice is planted, to honor the gods of the rice fields. Amongst all of
these kinds of events, this Shinto rice-planting ritual, believed to originate from
dedication ceremonies held at Sumiyoshi Taisha Shrine some 1,800 years ago, is
especially rich in tradition. Having been passed down since ancient times, this
splendid ritual is said to retain all the details of the original ceremony. As the rice
fields are located on the temple grounds, rice sprouts grown in the presence of the
deity are planted by women given this special role, while a variety of dengaku ritual
music and dancing is held on a stage in the center of the field. By the time the final
performance, called Sumiyoshi dance, is held, the rice planting is complete.
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Main site / Sumiyoshi Taisha Shrine

Access / Train: About 3 min. on foot from Nankai Honsen Railway
Sumiyoshi Taisha Shrine Station

Contact / Sumiyoshi Taisha Shrine
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A parade of people dressed in elaborate court attire winds
through the heart of the city. It should come as no surprise that it
is counted amongst Japan’s major three festivals!

Along with the Gion Festival of Kyoto and the Tenjin Festival of Osaka, this is one of Japan's
three major festivals. It is also known as the Tenka Festival as a reference to the fact that the
Edo-period shoguns watched the mikoshi portable shrines of this festival when they were
brought into the city. Held every two years, this festival involves the parading of a shrine deity
from its main location through Tokyo in a portable shrine. A total of 500 people wearing
elaborate court attire depart Hie Shrine together with two phoenix images, one mikoshi
portable shrine, and six other floats. This festival truly looks like the traditional painting of a
royal procession, taking an entire day to wind through areas such as the National Theater,
Imperial Palace Sakashitamon Gate, Nihonbashi Hie Shrine, Ginza, just to name a few.
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Main site / Hie Jinja Shrine and surrounding districts

Access / Train: About 3 min. on foot (to Hie Jinja Shrine) from Tokyo
Metro Akasaka Station

Contact / Hie Jinja Shrine
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Various performances held on the
center stage, including the flamboyant
yaotome dance, a majestic martial
arts performance, and a rice-planning
dance performed by children.

XBIMERR - BAREREBICRIBEN HIF T SHN T OEIF. BRIICRFOERECHRLTV. xRERBE. MG EREEAENBIRINIC1993EELUBERRELVTHBBLTVET .
*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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The fishermen dance with auspicious conical traditional hats, winding
through important places of the fishing sector as a prayer for a great catch.
This traditional performance, held at the low point of the bonito fishing season,
which is June 10th of the old calendar, serves as an occasion to make offerings of
fish to the gods and to pray for a plentiful catch. The event dates back approximately
300 years. Fishermen and other people engaged in the fishing industry wear
bright-colored conical hats and traditional yukata decorated with sea bream or
bonito. They form a circle around performers holding percussion instruments and
dance as they whisper “shittoroto, shittoroto.” The dance begins at Ebisu Shrine,
Muroto City. Starting at 4:30 am, and lasting the entire day, the dancers visit about
30 places associated with the fishing industry to offer their dance to the gods,
including shrines and temples in the old Muroto district and Narashi Beach.
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Main site / Ukitsu/Murotsu district shrines and temples, other.

Access / Train/Bus: Short walk (to Ebisu-jinja Shrine) from the Gyodo bus
stop after taking a Kochi Tobu Kotsu Bus from Tosa Kuroshio
Railway Nahari Station

Contact / Kochi Prefecture Fisheries Cooperative, Muroto Branch
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Various monkey dolls are sewn to
the hats, as the word for “monkey” is
a homonym for “be gone” (“calamity
be gone!”). Wearing this hat is said
to protect the wearer from illness.

(@B17/28~7/29 [LlG il ';'E’-SEE?HT Furano City Hokkaido Prefecture
2022 (=3 7!7‘ W

7/28 k)
7/29(3)

BREICHPNIZEADN FENTHS!
BREZRVIARARCE ORI
JEEEFOEOOELH [ ILHEDONTIELEDNLEREF T
2 RWTEARACEDOAMFH T MHEBIZ IR »SITbI20D
P BIEICKIEE IS TRA [ ILEAZHD | R LR
RTZARRE@PVRREF R EBG L BEZQSE RN
o TBEDORVEF VT XEDOEL S LELZBFEL TREBIT
HDNEHORFADSINBATHRETT o [ NTIRERTEH | [ R
Ml ZEbESNERARVIZEDVNET,

The faces on the dancers’ stomachs move as they dance!

This summer tradition brings fun to Furano.

This is a traditional summer activity that brings a lot of fun to Furano City, which is
known as the “Belly button” of Hokkaido for its stone monument marking the center
of the Prefecture. Starting at 7 pm on both performance nights, dancers perform the
comical “Belly Button of the Northern Sea” dance with faces painted on their belly
buttons. The amusing faces are created in the style of various types of art such as
kabuki, and Japanese animation. The dancers entertain the audience by twisting their
stomachs around. The faces are judged for their beauty and other attributes, and
receive awards in various categories. People can even decide to join on the day of the

BEICREZ2#W-S  EEHREIZS CE performance. There are various special events including runoffs on who did the best
L il B TR B A TRV E T performance, local specialty markets, and more. It is quite a lively atmosphere!
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Once they have the face painted on their 7 J t A/BE:R[ERFER] LWESH3H

stomach, the dancers hide their heads BEVEDYE LENZFRYUERTESS(0167-39-2312)
and arms with conical hats and, in place

of their arms, attach a stick to their Main site / Shin-aioi-dori Shopping Street, other.

i N Access / Train: About 3 min. on foot from JR Furano Station
waists &b they dance. It l9°k5 different Contact / Hokkai Heso Festival Executive Committee
depending on the person’s body type,
which is all part of the fun!
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The Center For Promotion Of Folk-Performing Arts
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