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A performing art exclusive to the island and ingrained in the lives of its villagers.
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Boiling water and dancing throughout the night! &
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p‘ .'?A ma}estlc ritual where arrows are shot from Kamishinkyo Bridge. | Elementary school students surround a cone made of bamboo and straw!
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One of the three Great Fire Festivals of Japan, with a history of
over 1,600 years.
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Please note that some festivals may be canceled or postponed.

Some festivals may be canceled or postponed as a result of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Please be sure to check with sources
such as the websites of local municipalities or hosting organizations for details beforehand. Please also follow the instructions issued
by the government and concerned organizations for events that are still held.
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something

you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you
excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times
all across the country, so let's go out and see them!
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Dazzling! An autumn festival of Karatsu Shrine.

7 2022 11/2(K) ~11/4 (%)

V.E”ED,L%/ Saga Prefecture
»5 D

EEAD

Karatsu Kunchi
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A festival of flames that wanders into ancient times.
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Saito Tomb Festival
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A parade that celebrates a legendary raid.
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Ako Gishisai Festival
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An ancient festival that has been passed down for
about 900 years.
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Kasuga Wakamiya On-Matsuri
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An ancient dance passed down on a sacred mountain.
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First Day Of The Year For Hayachine
Kagura Dance
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See the glowing of roughly 15,000 Chinese lanterns.
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Nagasaki Lantern Festival




1&%15’@ ;q:'ﬁhg—\/ 1?51*? Ie Village Okinawa Prefecture

FINRETEE
HRE
2022

Z
1 1/5(:|:) I; {I I% 0) I j Eﬁ Traditional Dance from Ie Island

WHBETOHZ R W M B2 R |
BhLEZHATHBE IS [RERR [ IHA
R IR D72 THMMIRIT IR 2 B R R = /e LB ORI
LB CRMESNIZIRD P EA B R EDSERESNIZHITI X
7~ 1MRICA T TRLBEDOEENP AL TEVWREATE Y~
MAZREDOHOBEEASNTOUET HENHS[ —FH (1TE5E>
W) IBZL 2~ A NERTIERB R | MR SN e bt i
TWRBTY AR E THEZZ O, ?R%@fﬁ?’%ﬁﬁﬂi%?
578 HEAEBICRIRMN W AZR=RET

A unique village dance that is rare even in Okinawa Prefecture!

The recital that reveals the rehearsals is a must-see.

The le Island Village Dance is a unique performing art that cannot be found in
other regions of Okinawa Prefecture. In addition to dances formed on le Island
and dances that were passed down from the main island of Okinawa, it
incorporates Yamato-style dances that were learned by young people from le
Island on the mainland from the 17th to 19th centuries. It has many “Niseudui”
dance elements performed by youths and is characterized by its being performed
by two to four people and lasting only a minute, which is unseen in other regions.
It is a traditional performing art that is deeply rooted in daily life in that the village
dance is learned in school and performed at celebratory feasts.

5 BEY

EIEE(ELL

~ZIHRETAH~
AASXFFS D (2022F B 1L HRLATX

AHEY) TVEELL I[N RIG=RE
REZ| 2R L TNEZRELET.

The village dance is performed at the
le Village Folk Performing Art Recital,
held every November at one of the
eight wards of the city, taking turns to
host the event (at Higashiemae Ward
in 2022).
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Main site / le Village Agricultural Environment Improvement Center Hall

Access / Ship/Car: About 4 min. by car from le Port after a roughly
30-minute ferry ride from Motobu Port

Contact / le Village Board of Education

FIfR—LNR— / https://www.iejima.org/document/2015021400010/
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Boiling water and dancing at a shrine in mid-winter! A festival of
resurrection to entertain the gods all throughout the night.

A festival of resurrection where gods from across the country are invited to be
entertained in mid-winter, when daytime is the shortest and vitality is at its lowest. It
is held on a different day for each shrine at various settlements in the Tohyama Valley.
Although it differs from shrine to shrine, the events include one in prayer for good
health as water is boiled in a cauldron, and a dance for purifying the place as evening
approaches. When the gods from across the country are sent back in the middle of

~ = > S> 2 the night, gods of the villages and the enshrined gods appear in masks. The
c.g.ﬁ Et 95 excitement reaches its peak when four masked gods hop around the cooking stoves.
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Sacred hot water being splashed Main site /
around. The austere discipline it Dec. 3 (Sat): Nakago / Shohachimangu Shrine C. 13 (Tue): Wada / Suwa Shrine
f Dec. 3 (Sat): Kodoki - Kawai / Kumano Shrine Dec 13 (Tue): Shimoguri / Jugosha Daimyojin Shrine
takes to empty the hot Y"ater with Dec. 10 (Sat): Kizawa / Shohachiman Shrine Dec. 14 (Wed): Hodogno/ Shghach'\mangz thrine
bare hands can only be witnessed at Dec. 11 (Sun): Kamimachi / Shohachimangu Shrine Dec. 15 (Thu): Yaegouchi / Shohachiman Shrine
this ritual. It is said that one will not Contact / Toyama Shimotsuki Festival Preservation Association,
catch a cold all throughout the year if Kamimura Toyama Shimotsuki Festival Preservation Association

they get splashed with this hot water. ELBERFR R —L~X— / https://shimotsukimatsuri.com/
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Grand Kagura performers who do lion dances in various regions
gather once a year to offer their performances!

Ise Dai Kagura travel across Japan to perform lion dances for people who
cannot visit Ise Shrine. In the past, they distributed Ise Shrine talismans but
currently distribute talismans of the Ise Daikagura Kosha association. They
show what visits to Ise Shrine during the Edo period, full of recreation and faith,
were like, as opposed to the visits today, which are more solemn. The five
S N existing masters start visiting their respective parishes in the morning of New
~Z.Z.75‘Et :5"' Year's gDay and visit variousgregions thproughoft the year. They then greturn to

Masuda Shrine when December comes again and give lion Kagura and

450 b= D IERS N2 1618 equanimity performances as their last Kagura offerings of the year.
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An offering of 16 pieces that have BEVEDHE, —RAEE AP A (0594-73-2788)

been passed down for roughly 450 Main site / Masuda Shrine

years. The highlight is the Rangyoku Access / Train/Bus: About 3 min. on foot from the Tayu bus stop after
dance performance in the Oiran taking a Mie Kotsu bus from JR Kuwana Station

Parade, with lions in long-sleeved Contact / Ise Daikagura Kosha

kimonos dancing to Ise dance music.

BRHK—LR— / https://www.kandayuyamamoto.jp/
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Arrows being shot from Kamishinkyo Bridge, following the battles
of the gods! A majestic ritual held in prayers for the warding off
of calamities and good luck for the new year.

A sacred ritual where arrows are shot toward Mount Akagi from Kamishinkyo Bridge
at Nikko Futarasan Jinja Chugushi Shrine at 10 a.m. on January 4™. It is based on an
legend where a master archer joined forces with the God of Mt. Futara and pierced
the eye of a giant centipede that was an incarnation of the God of Mt. Akagi, when
the God of Mt. Futara and the God of Mt. Akagi were at war at Senjogahara over
lakes, plateaus, hot springs, and territories lying between them a long time ago. It is
said that those who pick up the arrows can receive blessings at the shrine for

warding off calamities and bring good luck, and taking back the arrows as items for
warding off evil can let them enjoy good things to come throughout the year.
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Main site / Kamishinkyo Bridge at Nikko Futarasan Jinja Chugushi Shrine

Access / Car: About 30 min. by car from the Kiyotaki IC on the Nikko
Utsunomiya Toll Road

Contact / Nikko Futarasan Jinja Chugushi Shrine
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The cries of “Yaa!” by the
archers and attendees when
the priests shoot the arrows
in the bitter cold is truly
majestic.

AXiK—LR—Y / http://www.futarasan. jp/event_sys.shtml?1378
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Six huge torches carried valiantly through the grounds! One of the
three Great Fire Festivals of Japan, with a history of over 1,600 years.

A ceremony for driving out evil spirits on the final day of the Demon Festival,
January 7%, following New Year's Eve. A group of youths wearing only loincloths
gather with small torches at 7 p.m. A purification ritual where a sacred
approach is turned into a river of fire and sand is purified. Six huge torches are
lit at 9:30 p.m. A spectacular celebration of fire and nudity begins with huge
flames lighting up the darkness, sparks, and the sounds of firecrackers. After the
sacred spear-mask ritual amidst the vigorous beating of bells and drums, the
youths valiantly go around the shrine supporting huge torches as they are
covered with sparks.
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Main site / Tamataregu Shrine at Daizenji Temple

Access / Car: About 5 min. on foot from Daizeniji Station on the Nishitetsu
Tenjin Omuta Line

Contact / Tamataregu Shrine Office

B[R K—LNR—Y / https://tamataregu.or.jp/oniyo
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The elementary school students then
visit various homes and perform a
ceremony where they chant “haraetamae
kiyoetamae” before going to the “cone
house” to eat festive red rice.
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Youths moving through the grounds
while supporting huge torches with oak
poles. After 10 p.m., they pass through
the gate from the entrance and leave
the grounds to put out the flames at the

SRR kE=TE purification spot.
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Elementary school students surround a cone made of bamboo
and straw! A ritual of fire passed down in a fishing village, held in

prayers for bountiful catches of fish.

A ritual of fire held in Sakenotsu, Tetaka Town, Tottori City, in prayers for
blessings such as good health and bountiful catches of fish. On January
14t a cone is made by propping 12 moso bamboo shoots on a roughly
4-to-5-meter-tall pine as various homes put up New Year decorations such as sea
bream, folding fans, and sacred straw ropes. At 2 p.m., shirtless elementary-age
boys purify themselves with seawater and circle the cone three times to shouts
of “wasshoi, wasshoi” with bundles of seaweed in their hands. At 5:30 the
following morning, a huge pillar of fire burns the night sky when the cone is lit.
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Main site / Sakenotsu Fishing Port
Access / Car: About 4 min. from the Mizuho-Hogi IC on the Sanin Expressway
Contact / Sakenotsu Area Development Council

BEiit—L~—Y / https://www.city.tottori.lg. jp/www/houdou/contents/1578538775956/index.html
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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