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A traditional ritual where fortunes are read with mold that grows on rice
boiled with azuki beans.
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Dancing around a deity standing roughly 20 meters tall' A
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Various emotions of puppets brought out by puppeteers using sticks.
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See graceful dances performed by adorable children.
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Please note that some festivals may be canceled or postponed.

Some festivals may be canceled or postponed as a result of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Please be sure to check with sources
such as the websites of local municipalities or hosting organizations for details beforehand. Please also follow the instructions issued
by the government and concerned organizations for events that are still held.
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something
you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you
excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times

all across the country, so let's go out and see them!
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Bugaku Court Dances of Itoigawa & Nou
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Skewers puppet show of Shiroku
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Local art that brings an end to winter and calls for spring
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Hachinohe Enburi Festival
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Roughly 1,800 hina dolls on the stone steps of a shrine!
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Katsuura Big Hina Matsuri
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An ancient Buddhist ceremony where national
treasures are lit up with huge torches.
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Todaiji Temple Shurine Ceremony (Omizutori)
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A hot springs town with one of Japan’s top 3
ancient hot springs is at its height in spring.
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The Festival of Dogo Onsen
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The scenery filled with cherry blossoms along with
the huge floats is overwhelming.
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Hitachi Cherry Blossom Festival
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A unique festival where people’s faces are covered
with mud in prayers for good health
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Kamida Festival (Mud Festival)
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One of the grandest tug-of-war events in Japan, held between thousands

of participants! A holy tug-of-war, boasting a history of over 500 years.

Two huge ropes (male and female) weighing roughly 10 tons each are pulled in
this ritual dedicated to the god that protects the market. On the brutally cold
night of February 10, the town is divided into the upper town “Futsuka Town”
and the lower town “ltsuka Town" as the ropes are pulled. The sight of the
participants pulling the ropes with all their might to the lanterns swaying left
and right and shouts of “joyasano!” is soul-stirring. Wins and losses reveal the
fortune for the year as the rice increases in value if the upper town wins and a
bountiful harvest can be enjoyed if the lower town wins.
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A negotiation takes place through
pushing each other, and the male and
female ropes are then tied together. In

the silent excitement, the pulling begins
when the signal is given by the chief.

X A Y RIB/NHEFKELEYD

7 7 € R /ZEIRMIFIEER] K UESH105
BEWVWEDE NFIEAHES RFEEHE (0187-75-1115)
Main site / Kariwano Omachi-dori Street

Access / Train: About 10 min. on foot from JR Kariwano Station
Contact / Kariwano Giant Tug-of-War Preservation Society Office

Kiliffiik—L~R—3 / https://www.city.daisen.lg.jp/docs/2013110800314/
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Setting on fire deities standing roughly 20 meters tall!

A traditional fire festival passed down for roughly 380 years.

A festival of fire passed down since the 17th century in the Atsuki District of
Yanai City. Starting with an event where young men clad in white raise two
S i 20-meter-tall deities by the sea in front of Shinmei Shrine, on the east and west
- & 2 o e sides, on the morning of February 11 (a national holiday) every year. They

dedicate their dances twice a day at noon and at night to the deities wearing

_ ﬁ‘ﬁc‘:“’ 5~ their holy 5-colored sashes. The men are used with their weapons for dances
- -~ while the women are used for their exquisite use of bamboo hats. After that, the

deities are burned down for a fantastic climax.
R HEZ R T TIER LG AR
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The musical accompanist burn the BHWEDLEMAMEREYS (0820-27-0001)
deities at night. When the leader sets Main site / Atsuki Tozai Shinmeigu-mae
this fire, the deities shall burn as pillars Access / Train/car: About 15 min. by taxi from JR Yanai Station
of fire and continue to burn beautifully Contact / Association in Honor of the Atsuki Shinmei Festival

for a very long time.

HETR—L~R— / https://www.city-yanai.jp/site/kanko/atsukishimmei.html
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Fortunes are told with a tray with
labels representing rice, wheat,
millets, and beans, along with a tray

T e depicting 16 rivers that flow through
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The colorful mold that grows in two trays! A traditional ritual where
fortunes regarding crops and natural disasters are told with mold.

A ritual at Ohara Hachiman Shrine boasting a history of 1,300 years, where the
fortune of the year is told based on mold that is grown on rice boiled with azuki
beans. Rice is boiled with azuki beans on February 15 before it is served on two
trays and offered to the gods at an altar in prayers for a good harvest and
protection from calamities. A month later, on March 15, the two trays covered
with white, black, red, and yellow mold are taken out and read by an elder who
tells fortunes. He tells when crops shall be planted, when the good and bad
time to harvest them are, and gives warnings about disasters that can occur
throughout the city.

XA Y rig/ KR \E=Z
7 7 € A/EERIBEHER|KVESK107
BELEDE KR/ \IEE (0973-23-8951)

Main site / Ohara Hachiman Shrine
Access / Train: About 10 min. on foot from JR Hita Station
Contact / Ohara Hachiman Shrine

the city with arrowroot peels.

BEdiR—LA=J / https://www.city.hita.oita.jp/soshiki/kyoikucho/bunkazaihogoka/bunkazaikanri/bunkazai/2250.html
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An extravagant and historic scroll painting depicting the Princess
Road! The brilliant dances performed by the princess and maids

are also a must-see.

Himekaido is a side road of the Tokaido used by daughters of noble families
and feudal lords during the Edo period, passing through Kiga of Hosoe Town,
Kita Ward, Hamamatsu City. It is said that Joenin, the mother of the 8th shogun
Yoshimune Tokugawa, passed through the road in the 18th century as well as
Atsuhime, the official wife of the 13th shogun lesada Tokugawa in the 19th
century. Himesama Kaido is a traditional ritual that recreates the processions of
those times. See princesses in extravagant costumes along with the retainers
including servants, maids, and footmen in a gorgeous procession.
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BEVEDE CEMTHIEREPRITESES (090-7681-5724)

Main site / Around the Kiga Sekisho and the riverbed of Miyakoda River

Access / Train: About 5 min. on foot from Kiga Station on the
Tenryu Hamanako Railway Line (Kiga Sekisho)

Contact / Hamamatsu City Himesama Dochu Executive Committee

See also the brilliant dances
performed by the princesses
and maids as well as valiant
performances by the footmen.

BRK—LR— / https://himesama.himekaido.com/
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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See graceful dances performed by adorable children! A unique folk

performing art that has been passed down for over 500 years.

The court dances and music of Itoigawa and Nou are performances passed
down in two regions of Itoigawa City for over 500 years. Itoigawa Amatsu
Shrine is dedicated to the Spring Grand Festival each year on April 10 and 11,
along with Nou Hakusan Shrine on April 24, through the performance of bugaku
court dances. These evolved from dances passed down to this region from
Osaka Shitennoji Temple. Many are performed by small children, so it is
commonly called “The Children’s Dances.” Each year, these graceful dances
and captivating costumes attract crowds of spectators.
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Ryo’o, or Prince of Lanling, was a Chinese
prince said to have worn a mask in battle

to hide his beauty. In this inspiring dance,
he calls forth the light of the setting sun.

RER-S154/10(F) -4/11 (K) /K244t JRIREBR] K D 1ESH105)
4/24(B) /8Lt URTEEEER] & W ESHI159)
BEVEDE B TMRERERSHE N LIRER (025-552-1511)
Schedule/venue / 4/10 (Mon) / 4/11 (Tue): Amatsu Shrine (about 10 min.
on foot from JR Itoigawa Station)
4/24 (Mon): Hakusan Shrine (About 15 min. on foot from
JR Nou Station)

Contact / Culture Promotion Division, Itoigawa City Board of Education Secretariat

HAlllmk—L~R— / https://www.city.itoigawa.lg.jp/dd.aspx?menuid=5446
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Various emotions of puppets brought out by puppeteers using

sticks. Original puppet theater performed with unique techniques.

A form of puppet theater passed down through Arakawa Shiroku in Chichibu
City, where each puppet is manipulated by two people to narrations. It is
performed by techniques unique to Japan such as how the hands of the dolls
are manipulated with bamboo sticks. The troupe consists of 38 dolls purchased
by the people of Shiroku Zusabara from the people of Ota Village (currently
Chichibu City) between the end of the Edo period and the beginning of the
~ = > A s> 2 o Meiji period. It used to be performed on festive days at temples and shrines. It
c..c..?b Et “’6 was canceled for a while due to the popularization of cinema and wartime

conditions, but was revitalized in 1952 by local volunteers and is now

FEVWEFBLO2ANEZHAVT presented every year in April.
1FEDONEZ#RIEL . EREEEZR . .
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Bk T9, 7 7 t R/EBEHREHEBRR] KVESHSD ==
BEVWEDE 7 IELREERIEE (0494-54-1058)

Each doll is manipulated with sticks Main site / Zusabara Ward Pubic Hall

i ain site / Zusabara Ward Public Ha
?KO?NT::LEsugr%ifsr:Saggtﬁehsl:gge:g Access / Train: About 5 min. on foot from Shiroku Station on the

. ; Chichibu Railway Line
These delicate techniques show the Contact / Arakawa History and Folklore Museum
true appeal of stick puppeteering.

BRmR—L~X—Y / https://www.city.chichibu.lg.jp/4338.html
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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The Center For-Promotion Of Folk-Performing Arts





